
 

 

September 2019 

In This  

Issue: 
 

Board Chair 

Message 

 

 

Reading Kids 

Summer  

Success 

 

Hand Games 

 

Licensing & 

Registration 

Report  

 

President  

& CEO 

Message 

 

 

IGR Staff  in First Nations Communities 

The IGR Licensing & Registration Depart-

ment has a manager, clerk and three Licens-

ing Officers. The IGR Licensing Officers are 

available to attend meetings in First Na-

tions Communities and assist IGR-licensed 

charities with their operations. On average, 

they make one hundred and fifty visits per 

year, where 

they con-

duct infor-

m a t i o n a l 

and consul-

tative meet-

ings and 

workshops 

with First 

N a t i o n s 

g o v e r n -

ments and 

on-reserve 

c h a r i t i e s . 

The meet-

ings and 

workshops 

include in-

f o r m a t i o n 

on how to apply for charitable gaming li-

censes and reporting.  

 

All of the IGR Licensing Officers are high-

ly qualified, personable and committed to 

the people and First Nations communities 

that the corporation serves. The Licensing 

Officers are assigned to work with specific 

charities by the Manager Licensing & 

Registration. The assignments are based 

on the qualities of the officers in relation 

to the needs of the charity and availability 

of time that the officers have.  

 

Once assigned to a charity, the officer be-

comes familiar with, and to, the communi-

ty. They become fond of the people they 

work with 

and look for-

ward to the 

visits and see-

ing the work 

that the char-

ities do for 

the communi-

ties. The ma-

jority of visits 

are to provide 

training to 

the charities’ 

personnel and 

to assist with 

reporting. The 

officers are 

e x t r e m e l y 

familiar with 

the operations, due to a combined experi-

ence of almost thirty years at IGR be-

tween the three busy individuals. 

 

The Communications department is al-

ways happy to attend meetings, consulta-

tions and community events with informa-

tional and promotional materials. Give us 

a call at the number on the back of this 

publication. 
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For the past 4 years, the Greater Saskatoon Catholic 

Schools has partnered with the Saskatoon United 

Way to support Saskatoon's Community School stu-

dents maintain and improve their reading skills dur-

ing the summer months.  

One of the schools where the literacy program is of-

fered at is St. Mary’s Wellness and Education Centre, 

an inner city school. The program is offered during 

the last week of July and first week of August. The 

program offers supports for students that permeate 

past the classroom walls and into their homes and 

communities. 

The summer literacy program provides students a 

chance to access and refresh literacy skills that they 

were taught throughout the school year. The partici-

pants are given books to take home to practice read-

ing aloud with their family. The take home books are 

theirs to keep and are books that match their current 

reading level. The hope is that the exposure to the 

literacy skills provided daily at the program and the 

leveled take home books will help the students main-

tain, or even improve, their reading levels. 

  

St. Mary’s staff member, Tiffany LaPlante, has 

worked for the program for the past four years and is 

pleased with the results. She notes that twelve out of 

thirteen students in the program this summer main-

tained or improved their reading skills. 

  

This year, IGR President & CEO Alphonse Bird 

thought that it would be nice to reward the children 

for their hard work. Not everyone is willing to attend 

school in the summer after all! The thirteen gradu-

ates of the program each received a Superpass for the 

Saskatoon Exhibition. According to LaPlante, “The 

kids were really excited to graduate and the Super-

passes made them that much happier!”  

 

IGR congratulates the graduates and wishes them 

the very best in their upcoming school year. We also 

salute the dedicated educators who help shape the 

little leaders and influencers of the future. 

IGR Congratulates the Greater Saskatoon Catholic Schools and 

United Way For Summer Success Literacy Program 

A 2017 article 

by The Univer-

sity of Idaho 

College of Edu-

cation entitled 

“Stick Game/

Hand Game” 

does not refute 

hand games 

and/or stick 

games were 

played by Indig-

enous People 

since time im-

memorial, long 

before written 

history was in-

troduced. The 

two terms are used interchangeably but imply the same 

game.  This name largely depends on the geographical 

area that the reservation or reserve is located on and 

examines which nation passed it on to whom. One must 

remember there were no territorial lines of restriction 

before first contact with the exception for the ones the 

Indigenous Nations made.  As these boundaries often 

had to do with trading and hunting routes, clear bound-

aries were known only by those who used them.  Quebec 

and most parts of Canada and western Canada, north-

west United States and California referred to the game 

as the stick game.  The term hand game was exclusively 

used by those Nations living on the prairies (Stick 

Game/Hand Game 2017). This fact alone is fascinating 

because it gives the reader an idea of the complexity in 

the sharing and passing on of the Hand Game.    

Hand Game has evolved over the years and little nuanc-

es have taken place depending on the Nation who is 

playing. However Canadian Wikipedia asserted “the 

objective is to win all twenty

Dene perspective, the game was played for the purposes 

of trade, fun, and testing physical ability. Hunting par-

ties of around twenty men each would bet weapons, 

tools, and blankets. It was played with the players sit-

ting on a blanketed floor. Imagine drums and singing 

taking place while the hand game is being played. One 

party would hide small objects in their hands and move 

their hands, face, and bodies erratically. The guessing 

party tried to guess the correct hand in which the object 

was in. The guessers used hand signals to indicate 

where they believed the hidden objects were located. 

Sticks were awarded for correct guesses.  

According to CBC Journalist Alyssa Mosher, the mod-

ern version of the Dene hand game is very similar. Two 

teams of four to five players and one captain sit facing 

each other. The team members hiding the object move 

their hands in rhythm to the music, often rubbing the 

Traditional Hand Games Played by First Nations Peoples Since Time Immemorial
Taken From Hand Games: A Review of the Literature 
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IGR Board Chair Message  

FSIN Vice Chief  David Pratt 

objective is to win all twenty-one sticks”.  From the 

Dene perspective, the game was played for the purposes 

of trade, fun, and testing physical ability. Hunting par-

ties of around twenty men each would bet weapons, 

tools, and blankets. It was played with the players sit-

ting on a blanketed floor. Imagine drums and singing 

taking place while the hand game is being played. One 

party would hide small objects in their hands and move 

their hands, face, and bodies erratically. The guessing 

party tried to guess the correct hand in which the object 

was in. The guessers used hand signals to indicate 

where they believed the hidden objects were located. 

Sticks were awarded for correct guesses.   

According to CBC Journalist Alyssa Mosher, the mod-

ern version of the Dene hand game is very similar. Two 

teams of four to five players and one captain sit facing 

each other. The team members hiding the object move 

their hands in rhythm to the music, often rubbing the 

two bones over their bodies. All of this is meant to dis-

tract the guessing team. The guessing captain stops the 

game by whistling or clapping. The captain has four 

means of pointing at the opposite team in an attempt to 

guess which hands are holding the correct bones.  There 

are four ways of pointing and only four.  The captain of 

the guessing team looks to find the correct hider and if 

he/she fails to do so then a stick is awarded to the hid-

ing team. If the Captain guesses right then the opposing 

team is eliminated. The game goes on until one team 

has all the sticks. Today, according to Mosher, it is not 

trade that hand game is played for, rather it is money 

as well.  March 12, 2017 saw over five hundred and fifty 

people participate on sixty teams in Behchoko NWT. 

The pot exceeded $100,000, the biggest pot ever played 

for. (Mosher, CBC’s Online News 2017) 

Traditional Hand Games Played by First Nations Peoples Since Time Immemorial 
Hand Games: A Review of the Literature  by Researcher Jesse Kienlen Quewezance 

The IGR Board of Directors contin-

ues to support First Nations govern-

ments and institutions in their aspi-

rations to assume full jurisdiction 

over gaming in all areas that concern 

First Nations citizens. I assure you 

that we will maintain this role with 

the guidance and direction of First 

Nations elders, leaders and other 

stakeholders. 

 

On behalf of the IGR Board of Direc-

tors, I encourage and support our 

First Nations students  and families 

in their efforts.  Students have the 

opportunity to prepare themselves 

for full participation in our modern 

economy while maintaining pride in 

their First Nations identity. The 

Treaty right to education enjoyed 

today by First Nations students is 

due to the foresight of our ancestors 

when they negotiated the treaties for 

their people. 

 

I commend the First Nations leaders 

who encourage and nurture stu-

dents, families and educators in 

their roles as keepers of our cul-

ture(s). IGR likewise plays an im-

portant role in assisting First Na-

tions communities through licensing 

regulating fundraising activities that 

support educational and cultural 

endeavors as well as those that bene-

fit the community in other important 

ways. 

 

In closing I encourage you to contact 

IGR staff members or your repre-

sentative on the IGR Board to offer 

support or suggestions for enhance-

ment of our services.  
 

Vice  Chief David Pratt 
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IGR President & CEO  

Alphonse Bird 

Gaming Rules! 

Greetings on behalf of IGR Manage-

ment and Staff.  I hope everyone has 

had a safe relaxing summer filled with 

celebration of their culture. IGR is en-

joying working with on-reserve chari-

ties as  everyone settles back into their 

usual routines. 

 

IGR staff members are ready to assist 

First Nations Communities with li-

censing fundraising projects that sup-

port important community events and 

activities.  Anyone wanting infor-

mation or assistance with the applica-

tion process should not hesitate to call 

our efficient and friendly staff mem-

bers. 

 

I close by saying that IGR Manage-

ment and Staff will continue to eagerly 

serve and support First Nations Com-

munities through assistance with the 

regulation of on-reserve charitable 

gaming.  We will continue to work dili-

gently at building capacity to expand 

our jurisdiction as our First Nations 

leaders of the past envisioned for IGR 

as a First Nations regulator. Further 

to this, we will continue to support the 

ideals of self-determination and self-

governance through maintenance and 

growth of IGR as a First Nations insti-

tution of the Federation of Sovereign 

Indigenous Nations. 

 

Yours very respectfully, Alphonse  Bird 

 

Gaming Rules! Newsletter  is published by Indigenous Gaming Regulators:  

#400 - 203 Packham Avenue Saskatoon, SK, S7N 4K5 

Telephone: 306-477-5700     Fax: 306-477-5704  Toll-free 877-477-4114  

Licence  

Type 

Issued this  

Fiscal Year 19/20 

Licenses  

Currently 

Under  

Review 
Bingo 13 2 

Breakopen 10 1 

Raffle 12 3 

Small Raffle 0 0 

Monte Carlo 1 0 

Texas Hold’em 1 0 

Table Games 6 0 

TOTAL 43 6 

As of August 31, 

2019, during 

this fiscal year 

the Licensing 

Department has 

issued forty 

three (43) licens-

es and six (6) 

app l icat ion(s) 
are currently 

under review.  

The breakdown 

of the licences 

issued is as to 

the right: 

On-Reserve Charitable Gaming As of August  31, 2019  
Congratulations 

From Everyone at IGR 
 

To the Graduates of The Greater  
Saskatoon Catholic Schools and  

United Way of Saskatoon’s  
Summer Success Literacy Camp 

 

WE ARE  PROUD OF YOU FOR 

YOUR HARD WORK AND  

DEDICATION TO YOUR   

EDUCATIONAL JOURNEY 


