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New IGR President & CEO Alphonse Bird 

IGR is pleased to welcome Alphonse Bird as our newly hired President & CEO. Al-

phonse  is a member of the Montreal Lake Cree Nation.  He most recently served as 

General Manager of the Northern Lights Development Corporation (NLDC) where he 

led a team that  brought forth a vison of a family atmosphere hospitality industry 

inclusive of both patrons and staff members of Northern Lights Casino. A collective 

strategic goal was developed, for NLDC to be the best entertainment center of Sas-

katchewan.  

 

Prior to working for NLDC, Alphonse 

was Director of Gaming for the Federa-

tion of Sovereign Indigenous Nations 

(FSIN), where he created a professional 

First Nations team to negotiate the five 

year review for the Gaming Framework 

Agreement, and brought together ex-

perts and key negotiators to work to-

wards implementation of First Nations 

jurisdiction over gaming. He also served 

as Economic Advisor/Director of Forest-

ry Montreal Lake Cree Nation/Kaskew 

Forest Products. In this role, he put to-

gether a large forestry agreement with 

partnerships between Government, In-

dustry and First Nations, as key players 

in the agreement. 

 

Alphonse was elected Vice Chief of the Prince Albert Grand Council in 1990. Under 

his leadership, PAGC saw the development of the Prince Albert Grand Council Con-

vention; the PAGC Act; the creation of the First Nations Government Unit; the estab-

lishment of the PAGC Justice Commission; the creation of the Prince Albert Develop-

ment Corporation; the business arm of Prince Albert Grand Council, which has be-

come a prominent player within the business community. He was also General Man-

ager of the Northern Lights Casino. Alphonse served as FSIN Chief and in this capac-

ity, Chief for Saskatchewan with the Assembly of First Nations. 
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Montana has negotiated agreements with five of the 

state's seven tribes: the Assiniboine and Sioux Tribes, 

the Chippewa Cree Tribe, the Gros Ventre and Assin-

iboine Tribes, the Crow Tribe and the Northern Chey-

enne Tribe. Terms of compacts vary from tribe to 

tribe. The number of Class III video gaming machines 

(VGMs) ranges from 100 to 400 with maximum pay-

outs ranging from $2,500 to $5,000. 

 

 

In March 2005, a proposal (HB132) that would have 

provided for legislative involvement in approving 

tribal gaming compacts was not passed by the legisla-

ture. The measure, had it passed, would have placed 

negotiating limitations on the governor in authoriz-

ing additional forms of gaming as provided by the 

state constitution. 

 

 

In November 2006, the Confederated Tribes of Salish 

and Kootenai and the state were unable to come to an 

agreement on a new compact after their original com-

pact lapsed. As a result, the tribe could not offer 

Class III VGMs, causing the closure of many of their 

gaming facilities. Since August 2007, the tribe has 

been operating two casinos, Kwa Taq Nuk and Gray 

Wolf Peak, with Class II machines. 

 

 

In 2006, the Blackfeet Nation and Montana were not 

able to reach an agreement on a Class III gaming 

compact. Currently, the Blackfeet Nation operates 

the Glacier Peaks Casino, a Class II gaming facility. 

 

In 2008, the Crow Nation Tribe and Montana negoti-

ated a new tribal gaming compact that allowed the 

tribe to conduct pari-mutuel horse racing, operate up 

to 400 Class III VGMs, and conduct gambling opera-

tions anywhere within the Crow Reservation. The 

payout limit for Class III VGMs was set to $2,000 and 

the maximum bet limit to $5. 

In December 2012, Montana and the Assiniboine and 

Sioux Nations of Fort Peck signed a new Class III 

gaming compact, which was approved by the U.S. De-

partment of Interior on December 20, 2012. The new 

compact authorized the operation of up to 750 Class 

III machines at all facilities on the Fort Peck Reser-

vation. The compact also allowed for up to 20% of 

those Class III machines to be classified as high-

stakes machines, which can accept maximum wagers 

of $50 and make maximum payouts of $5,000. In con-

trast, regular-stakes machines can accept maximum 

wagers of $10 and make maximum payouts of $2,500. 

 

On 4 February 2013, a new Class III Tribal-State 

Gaming Compact negotiated between Montana and 

the Chippewa Cree Nation became effective. The new 

compact provided for up to 750 Class III machines 

with maximum wagers of up to $10, maximum pay-

outs of $3,000 for up to 500 machines, and maximum 

payouts of $5,000 for the remaining 250 machines. 

 

Gaming in Other Jurisdictions: Montana Native American Casinos 
http://montana.casinocity.com/tribal-gaming/ 
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IGR Board Chair Message  

Greetings Gaming Rules! readers. The summer 

months are upon us. The hard work of many on-

reserve fundraising committees has paid off and 

First Nations community events are taking place. I 

look forward to attending pow wows, sports days, 

cultural camps and other events that the IGR-

licensed operations support. 

 

On behalf of the IGR Board of Directors and the 

FSIN, I welcome Alphonse Bird as the newly hired 

IGR President & CEO. Mr. Bird brings a wealth of 

talent, knowledge and commitment to First Nations 

citizens and communities. His deeply held beliefs in 

First Nations inherent rights will serve him well at 

IGR as the FSIN family of gaming institutions moves 

towards full jurisdiction over gaming. 

 

In closing, I thank everyone who plays a part in 

providing much-needed programs and services in 

First Nations communities. I am happy to be in-

volved through the regulation of charitable gaming 

operations that help with funding for these programs 

and services. 

 

Vice  Chief David Pratt 

FSIN Vice Chief  David Pratt 

Licence  

Type 

Issued this  

Fiscal Year 19/20 

Licenses  

Currently 

Under  

Review 
Bingo 10 3 

Breakopen 8 2 

Raffle 6 3 

Small Raffle 0 0 

Monte Carlo 1 0 

Texas Hold’em 0 0 

Table Games 0 6 

TOTAL 25 14 

As of May 31, 2019, during this fiscal year the Li-

censing Department has issued twenty-five (25) 

licenses and fourteen (14) applications are current-

ly under review.  The breakdown of the licences 

issued is as to the right: 

On-Reserve 

Charitable Gaming  

As of  

May 31, 2019 



 

 

 IGR President & CEO Message 

IGR President & CEO  

Alphonse Bird 

Gaming Rules! 

On behalf of IGR management and 

staff, I present this issue of Gaming 

Rules! I am very happy to be at IGR 

and look forward to playing a part of 

the many successes that I foresee in 

the future for the corporation. 

 

IGR remains a leader in First Nations 

gaming regulation. As  First Nations 

move towards full jurisdiction over 

gaming, IGR will assume any neces-

sary added responsibilities. 

 

First Nations People(s) have partici-

pated in gaming since time immemo-

rial and gaming was interconnected 

with spirituality and community rela-

tionships. We will proceed towards 

full jurisdiction with this in mind.  

 

In my new role, I look forward to con-

sultations with First Nations commu-

nities to share the IGR vision with 

First Nations leaders and community 

members, and to receive your input. 

My vision is for IGR to be a strong 

First Nations institution that honors 

the Treaties and our inherent rights 

as Indigenous people. 

 

Please contact IGR management or 

staff members at the numbers below 

to arrange a consultation. May all of 

our Gaming Rules! readers enjoy a 

warm and relaxing summer filled 

with the joy of family and friends.  

 

 

Yours very respectfully 

Alphonse  Bird 

Play IGR Bingo 
 

Fill out this Bingo card with answers from 

what you just read in this newsletter  and 

mail your completed card to:  

 

Gaming Rules! Newsletter  is published 

by Indigenous Gaming Regulators. 

 

#400 - 203 Packham Avenue  

Saskatoon, SK, S7N 4K5 

 

Telephone: 306-477-5700 

Fax:  306-477-5704 

Toll-free  877-477-4114  

B I N G O 
IGR CEO 

 

__________ 

   Vice Chief 

 

__________ 

 Monte 

 

__________ 

 Montreal 

 

__________ 

 

     

 Gaming 

Framework 

__________ 

 Silver 

 

__________ 

 

Total  

Licences 

__________ 

   Gros 

 

__________ 


