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B I NGO FACTS 
 
Fr om:  On l i ne Bi ngo Fact s (w w w .jobmonk ey.com ) 

On behalf of the IGR Management  
and Staff, I  congratulate al l  of the 
on-reserve char i t ies that  have al-
ready appl ied for  their  l icenses.  We 
are off to a great  star t , but  we have 
a long way to go in terms of ensur-
ing al l  on-reserve char i table gam-
ing is l icensed. 

Those groups that  are l icensed and 
fulfi l l ing the repor t ing require-
ments wi l l  receive their  grants that  
total twenty five percent  of their  
net  proceeds.  As more groups be-
come l icensed, more grants wi l l  be 
received. 

IGR Licensing and Communica-
t ions staff are always ready to pro-
vide your  community with informa-
t ive workshops to help you get  
star ted or  to assist  with the re-
quirements around exist ing l i -
censes. 

Most  communit ies wi l l  have a need 
for  fundraising over  the next  few 
months, whether  i t  be for  school 
t r ips, Chr istmas food hampers or  
minor  hockey tournaments.  These 
are per fect  oppor tunit ies to get  in-
volved in char i table gaming act ivi t ies  
by get t ing l icensed through IGR. 

IGR’s object ives are dr iven by the 
overal l  goal to ensure that  First  Na-
t ions communit ies access al l  oppor tu-
nit ies to conduct  char i table gaming 
for  the benefi t  of their  Fi rst  Nat ions 
ci t izens.  Past  and present  IGR board 
members, management  and staff of 
IGR have worked hard to ensure that  
this is possible.  To ar range for  IGR 
staff to at tend a meet ing at  your  
community that  wi l l  help you maxi-
mize your  on-reserve char i table gam-
ing potent ial , please cal l  our  commu-
nicat ions depar tment . 

 I GR Pr esi den t  and CEO M essage 

I nd i genous Gami ng 
Regu lat or s I nc. 
#400—203 Pack ham Avenue 

Sask at oon , SK  
S7N 4K 5 

Phone: 306-477-5700 
Fax : 306-477-5704 

Tol l  Fr ee 1-877-477-4114 
w ebsi t e: w w w .i gr .ca 

I GR Pr esi den t  and CEO Gr egor y  Ahenak ew  

·   8% of the European population plays Bingo (of 
which, 10% women and 5% men). 
·  An average game of bingo takes between four 
and four and a half minutes. 
·  The average checking time (to validate a win) is 
30 seconds. 
·  The French were the first to start playing Bingo 
with cards. 
·  Many celebrities love Bingo. Catherina Zeta 
Jones and Robbie Williams are two famous Bingo 
fans. 
·  Bingo became popular in Austria in the beginning 
of the 20th century, but is called 'Housie" instead of 
Bingo. 

·  The most common reason to play Bingo is to 
socialize and make friends. 
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Bear dy ’s &  Ok emasi s Char i t i es  
Get t i ng L i censed 

Beardy’s &  Okemasis First  Nat ion is 
taking proact ive measures to l icense 
on-reserve Bingos.  One of the ways 
the community current ly raises funds 
for  char i table objects or  purposes is 
through Bingos at  the communit y 
recreat ion complex.  Beardy’s &  Oke-
masis Chief and Counci l  are ensur ing 
that  al l  char i table gaming conducted 
at  the complex wi l l  now be l icensed. 
The Golden Plus Seniors Club also 
conducts Bingos in their  own hal l  and 
they wi l l  be l icensed as wel l . 
 
IGR L icensing and Communicat ions 
staff met  with the community to in-
form them about  the requirements for 
a l icence and assist  char i t ies with 
fi l l ing out  their  l icensing appl icat ions.  
Groups appl ied to raise funds for  
youth spor ts, educat ional t r ips, assis-

tance to Elders and Veterans, im-
provement  of community faci l i t ies 
and assistance for  physical ly disabled 
persons. 
 
The communit y members are confi-
dent  that  they wi l l  meet  the Septem-
ber  30, 2007 t imel ine to apply for   a 
l icence, and be able to cont inue on 
with the valuable services they pro-
vide to those in need.  The hard work 
by volunteers wi l l  be rewarded in par t  
by receipt  of the char i table gaming 
grant  that  equals 25% of the funds 
raised and repor ted to IGR.   
 
IGR looks forward to the cont inuat ion 
of the excel lent  working relat ionship 
we have with Beardy’s &  Okemasis 
Chief and Counci l , the char i t ies, as 
wel l  as members of the community.   

Bear dy’s &  Ok emasi s band member s at  I GR char i t able gami ng w or k shop 



 

Regu l ate the Fu tu r e to Pr eser ve the Past  

Gaming Rules Newsletter Page 2 

Rat i ficat ion of the Amendments to the Gaming 
Framework Agreement  at  the September  2007 
Special Assembly means the Federat ion of 
Saskatchewan Indian Nat ions (FSIN) wi l l  now 
receive half of the net income from the SIGA 
Casinos. The agreement  runs over  a per iod of 
another  twenty years with st ipulat ions for  reviews 
every five years. 

The est imated Saskatchewan Indian Gaming 
Author i ty©s (SIGA) net  income over  the next  five 
years is $313.1 mil l ion. The FSIN wil l  receive $155.6 
mil l ion of this under  the new agreement , an 
addit ional  $40 mil l ion. Meanwhile, the province©s 
general revenue fund is expected to receive a total of 
$78.3 mil l ion over  the five years. 

While FSIN Chief Lawrence Joseph said the new 
deal is "a star t ," he added that  the goal of the First  
Nat ions is to gain complete jur isdict ion over  on-
reserve gaming including the five casinos operated 
by SIGA, an inst i tut ion of the FSIN. "We©re the ones 
that  had the vision and also the courage to take a 
chance on get t ing money to invest  in this venture," 
he said. 

The province has been al located 25 per  cent  of 

revenue under  the new amendments and the 
remaining 25 per  cent  wi l l  go toward community 
development  corporat ions associated with each of 
the SIGA operated casinos. 

 Under  the previous agreement , the province 
received 37.5 per  cent  of al l  SIGA generated 
revenues. The FSIN wil l  cont inue to receive 25 per  
cent  of net  income from the Saskatchewan Gaming 
Corporat ion (SGC) run Regina and Moose Jaw 
casinos. 

 The FSIN and the province have agreed to 
st rengthen accountabi l i t y and t r ansparency 
provisions for  the communi ty development  
corporat ions by requir ing them to provide more 
detai led repor ts of the annual operat ions. 

 FSIN©s share of the revenues, which is dist r ibuted 
through the provincial First  Nat ions Trust  Fund, 
wi l l  go toward providing essent ial  services to First  
Nat ions communi t ies. 

 The First  Nat ions Addict ions and Rehabi l i tat ion 
Foundat ion wi l l  receive an addit ional $250,000 
under  the new amendments, topping up the funds 
for  the foundat ion to $2.25 mil l ion. 

FSI N Ch i efs-i n -Assembly  Vot e t o 
Amend Gami ng Fr amew or k  Agr eemen t   

I GR L i censi ng Off i cer s Shannon  Novak  and Sandr a 
Fedor uk  w er e on  hand t o answ er  quest i ons per t ai n i ng 

t o on -r eser ve char i t able gami ng  

I GR St af f  M ember s At t end Speci al  Gami ng Assembly  

The IGR Licensing and Communicat ions Depar t -
ment  was out  in ful l  force at  the Special Assembly 
held at  Saskatoon’s TCU Place September  19, 2007.  
Staff members answered quest ions and assisted 
var ious char i t ies wi th the appl icat ion process. 
 
The assembly proved to be a great  venue to commu-
nicate with First  Nat ions Leaders and on-reserve 
fundraisers.  Most  passers-by stopped for  a visi t  and 
picked up informat ion packages to take home.  Staff 
members were wel l  prepared for  quest ions around 
el igibi l i ty, use of proceeds and the terms and condi-
t ions around char i table gaming on-reserve. They 
also were prepared to help char i t ies fi l l  out  their  l i -
cence appl icat ions. 
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Bear dy ’s &  Ok emasi s:  The Ear l y  Days and Today 
(with excerpts from Stan Cuthand in the January 1990 Saskatchewan I ndian) 

The people of Beardy’s &  Okemasis have always 
been proud and independent . I n 1870, the plains peo-
ple suffered a smallpox epidemic and an est imated 
twelve thousand died. White set t lement  rest r icted 
their  movement  and the buffalo were diminishing. 
Leaders of the Plains Indians were forced to look at  
opt ions such as Treat ies for  their  people. 

Kamiscowesi t  (Beardy), Chief of the Wil low Crees 
had exper ienced a vision and received from a spir i t  
guardian, inst ruct ions that  gave him great  influence. 
Other  members of his band were mixed-blood descen-
dants of Hudson Bay Co. employee George Suther-
land. 

Beardy and his Counci lors ini t ial ly refused to at tend 
the Treaty negot iat ions near  For t  Car l ton in August  
of 1876.  After  Treaty Six was signed, Beardy se-
lected his reserve at  a si te sur rounding Duck Lake. 
When agr icultural equipment  and animals promised 
in the t reaty fai led to ar r ive, he wrote to the L ieuten-
ant  Governor  of the Nor th West  Terr i tor ies, suggest -
ing changes in the Treaty to give his people sel f-
sufficiency. Receiving no sat isfact ion from the local 
agent , he wrote to the Governor-General of Canada, 
arguing that  he was ent i t led to addit ional gi ft s and 
that  his annui t ies and t reaty goods should be 
brought  to his reserve. The officials came wi th provi -
sions and annuit ies that  Beardy did not  accept  as he 
expected food and gifts. 

Buffalo herds were depleted by 1879 so many Indi-
ans were on the verge of starvat ion and angry with 
the Government ’s meager  rat ions, often given 
grudgingly. Beardy bel ieved that  the Government 
was not  honor ing Treaty Six. When lands al lot ted to 
the Band was surveyed, parcels were excluded and 
claimed by the Mét is.  Beardy complained and the 
Government  threatened him with the loss of Treaty 
ent i t lement  i f he did not  accept  their  exclusions. 

Beardy and some band members left  the reserve 
dur ing the 1885 resistance in spite of a proclama-
t ion disal lowing such movements.  As a resul t , the 
ent ire band was suspended from Treaty, and 
Beardy was st r ipped of his leadership by the Gov-
ernment .  H is people cont inued to regard him as 
their  Chief unt i l  he died Apr i l  1899. 

Today, Beardy’s &  Okemasis is noted for  their  dedi-
cat ion to athlet ics, most  notably hockey.  They have 
several minor  hockey teams including a AAA 
Midget  team.   

The First  Nat ion also operates a heal ing lodge for  
Federal Abor iginal offenders and has an RCMP de-
tachment  on-reserve.  They have an elementary 
school and a high school as wel l  as the arena where 
band members and visi tors enjoy hockey. 
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 On behalf of the IGR Board of Direc-
tors I  take this oppor tunity to con-
gratulate First  Nat ions leaders on 
their  dedicat ion and suppor t  that  lead 
to a new Gaming Framework Agree-
ment .  Together  we are moving to-
wards ful l  jur isdict ion over  gaming.  
 
 The IGR Licensing Agreement  pro-
vides an oppor tunity for  First  Nat ions 
governments to pract ice governance 
over  gaming at  the local  level.  The 
agreement  provides a framework to 
guide al l  areas of on-reserve char i ta-

ble gaming.  You may now take ad-
vantage of the highly efficient  sys-
tems that  have been developed 
through years of hard work. 
 
 IGR’s professional staff members wi l l  
help you get  star ted free of charge so 
that  you can maximize your  char i table 
gaming fundraising effor ts and take 
the steps required to obtain your  l i -
cense from IGR.  IGR is your  own First  
Nat ions Regulator  and is there to 
serve your  needs. 

I GR Boar d  Chai r  Ch i ef  L aw r en ce J oseph  


