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The fi rst  of the IGR l icensed char i t ies are el igible 
to receive their  grants!  This is only the begin-
ning.  As more and more char i t ies l icense with 
IGR, they wi l l  become el igible for  simi lar  grants 
equal ing 25% of the money they raise (net  pro-
ceeds) from char i table gaming. 
 
Why not  take advantage of this added incent ive?  
For  every $1,000 of net  proceeds raised, char i t ies 
wi l l  receive a grant  of an ext ra $250.  That  goes a 
long ways towards funding worthy causes in 
First  Nat ions Communit ies. 
 
Current ly, there are 20 l icensed First  Nat ions 
char i table gaming operat ions el igible for  this set 
of grant  disbursements.   
 
 

Greet ings.  On behalf of I ndigenous Gaming 
Regulators Management  and Staff, I  wish to 
congratulate those char it ies that  have taken 
advantage of the oppor tunity to l icense 
char itable gaming events through IGR. 

Char it ies can beat  the rush that  wil l  occur 
in the fal l  by applying for  a l icence now.  
Our  staff members are ready to assist  in any 
way required so that  First  Nat ions char it ies 
are regulated by a First  Nat ions Inst i tut ion 
that  was developed specifical ly for  on-
reserve char itable gaming. 

I n order  to maintain our  standards of excel-
lence, IGR team members keep our mission 
statement  in mind. Our  mission statement 

is  ‘To provide excel lence in regulatory ser -
vices for  char i table gaming on designated 
Fi rst Nations whi le advocating for  social ly 
responsible gaming.’ 

IGR regulates al l  on-reserve char itable gam-
ing which cur rent ly compr ises of Bingos, 
Breakopens, Raffles, Texas Hold’em Poker 
Tournaments, Monte Car lo Events and 
SIGA Table Games. 

To date, IGR has received 34 char itable 
gaming applicat ions and issued 28 l icences.  
We embrace the opportunity for   cont inued  
growth and evolut ion to bet ter  meet  on-
reserve char itable gaming needs. 
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    WHY GET LICENSED? 

·  The Law requires that all charitable gaming be licensed. 

·  The Chiefs-in-Assembly have ratified the Licensing Agreement. 

·  By supporting IGR in regulating on-reserve gaming, you contribute 
towards our shared goal of helping achieve full jurisdiction over 
gaming. 

·  Being licensed brings credibility to First Nations charitable gaming. 

·  Fundraising through charitable gaming supports worthy causes in 
First Nations communities.   

·  Licensed charities are eligible to receive provincial government 
grants equal to 25% of their net revenues on a quarterly basis.  

·  First Nations that conduct unlicensed gaming could forfeit their 
share of the SIGA Trust Fund. 

 

 
 

 
 

 
“ Regulate the Future to Preserve the Past”  

For more information on how to get licensed 
Contact  us at www.igr.ca 
Indigenous Gaming Regulators Inc. 
400-203 Packham Avenue 
Saskatoon, SK  S7N 4K5 
Tel: (306)477-5700 Fax: (306)477-5704 
Toll Free: 1-877-477-4114   

INDIGENOUS GAMING REINDIGENOUS GAMING REGULATORS IS YOUR GULATORS IS YOUR   
FIRST NATIONS GAMING REGULATOR.FIRST NATIONS GAMING REGULATOR. 

GET LICENSED!GET LICENSED!  

Phot os by  I GR Staf f  ar e 
f r om 2006 Tr eaty  #4 Cele-
br at i ons  at  Ft . Qu ’Appel l e 

Do you currently fundraise 
through charitable gaming, or plan 
to do so in the future? 
 
Effective April 2, 2007, IGR  
licenses and regulates on-reserve 
Bingos, Breakopens, Raffles, 
Texas Hold’em Poker Tourna-
ments, Monte Carlo Events and 
SIGA Table Games. 
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I GR Congr atu l ates 
Boar d, Management  
and Staf f  of  the new 
Dak ota Dunes Casi no 
for  open i ng ahead of  
schedu l e! 
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Whitecap Dakota First  Nat ion has the 
dist inct ion of host ing the fi rst  IGR 
l icensed Texas Hold’em Poker  Tourna-
ment .  The l icensed char i ty wi l l  also 
be el igible to receive a grant  equal to 
25 percent  of net  proceeds. 
 
The Evan Daniels Suppor t  Fund Com-
mit tee held a Steak Ni te and IGR Li-
censed Texas Hold’em Poker  Tourna-
ment  July 21st  to raise funds for  ex-
penses relat ing to the medical t r ips 
for  Evan in Vancouver . 
 
Evan Just ine Louise Daniels was di-
agnosed with Bi lateral  Ret inoblas-
toma on October  4, 2005.  She is now 
21 months old. 
 
To date, she has received 6 rounds of 
chemotherapy t reatment  and is sched-
uled to receive her  6th round of laser 
t reatment  on July 30, 2007 at  the 
Br i t ish Columbia Chi ldren’s Hospi tal  
in Vancouver . 
 
Evan lost  her  left  eye to the eye can-

cer  and therefore a t reatment  care 
plan is in place to t reat  the tumours 
in her  r ight  eye.  So far  the laser  
t reatment  is working and Evan has 
vision of her  r ight  eye. 
  You can offer  your  donat ions and 
suppor t  to Evan by contact ing her  
parents, Kevin &  Janice Daniels at : 
 (306) 651-3708 or  (306) 220-9147 or  
by donat ing to The Evan Daniels Sup-
por t  Fund at  Peace Hi l ls Trust  in 
Saskatoon. 

Wh i t ecap Dak ot a Char i t y  H olds F i r st  
I GR L i censed Texas H old ’em 

Tou r namen t  t o r ai se money for  Evan  
Dan i el s Suppor t  Fund 
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In the init ial 1995 Gaming Framework Agreements, a 
process was ident ified that  would protect  the jur isdic-
t ional interests of First  Nat ions in the area of Gaming. 
Both the FSIN and the Province commit ted to a process 
whereby First  Nat ions, in col laborat ion with the Province 
could develop a proposal that  would lead to ful l  First  Na-
t ion jur isdict ion over  on-reserve gaming. This commit -
ment  was fur ther  expanded in the 2002 Gaming Frame-
work Agreement  and out l ined specific targets to ensure 
the complet ion of a proposal to seek recognit ion of First  
Nat ion Jur isdict ion in Gaming. 
 
On August  24, 2006, the final draft  of the Jur isdict ional 
Proposal was completed and in February 2007, the Pro-
vincial Cabinet  provided confirmat ion of their  suppor t . 
The FSIN reviewed and approved the proposal at  the 
May 2007 FSIN Legislat ive Assembly. 
 
 One of the init ial steps required was to have First  Na-
t ions col lect ively design, accept  and implement  a desig-
nated l icensing body to regulate gaming on reserve. 
 

I n order  to proceed as per  federal legislat ion, a change to 
the Cr iminal Code of Canada and the Federal Enabling 
Legislat ion is required. Cur rent ly the FSIN is in the proc-
ess of developing the Indian Gaming Commission which  
wil l  be inst rumental in ensur ing the success of the pro-
posal. At  the same t ime, FSIN wil l  cont inue to develop a 
nat ional st rategy in conjunct ion with the Provincial Gov-
ernment , to advance the proposal with the Federal Gov-
ernment . 
 
The key goals for  the FSIN in developing the Indian 
Gaming Commission include: 
 

·  Develop consensus on roles and responsibi l i t ies 

·  Develop guidel ines for  the structure of the Com-
mission 

·  Ensure appropr iate capacity and division of 
funct ions 

·  Al ignment  of I nst i tut ional responsibi l i t ies 
 
 

 On June 28 and 29, 2007, IGR President  and CEO Greg 
Ahenakew was accompanied by Vice President  L icensing, Diego 
Monteiro, Manager  Regulatory Audit  and Inspect ion Services 
Doug Atkins, and Table Games Trainer  Wayne Salloum on an 
informat ion-shar ing visit  to Manitoba Gaming Cont rol Commis-
sion on (MGCC) in Winnipeg. 
 
 MGCC is responsible for  regulat ing the gaming act ivit ies of 
Manitoba’s two First  Nat ions casinos: South Beach Casino, lo-
cated 30 miles nor th of Winnipeg, and Aseneskak Casino, lo-
cated in The Pas, in addit ion to the two Winnipeg casinos, Club 
Regent and McPhil l ips St . Stat ion.  They were very aware of 
IGR’s ground-breaking init iat ives in First  Nat ions gaming regu-
lat ion, and for  two days the par t ies exchanged ideas on compli-
ance and l icensing issues related to table games, poker tourna-
ments, bingos, raffles, and other  char itable gaming events. 
 
 IGR personnel were also t reated to a tour  of Winnipeg’s two 
casinos, and accompanied MGCC staff on a Texas Hold’em tour -
nament  inspect ion. 
 
 I t  was a very valuable two-day exper ience, as impor tant  con-
tacts were establ ished and both regulat ing bodies gained a bet -
ter  understanding of the role of the regulator  in the enhance-
ment  of First  Nat ions gaming. 
 
 We look forward to a return visit  by MGCC staff in the near 
future as we showcase the new Dakota Dunes Casino. 

I GR Exchanges 
I n for mat i on  w i t h  
M an i t oba Gami ng  

The September  30, 2007 deadline is fast  approaching! 
Char it ies who choose to begin the process now wil l  not  
exper ience the stress of last  minute rushing to complete 
forms in the fal l .  Remember  that  receipt  of SIGA Trust  
Fund Revenues is t ied to regulat ion.  Present ly there are 
only two regulators in Saskatchewan—Indigenous Gam-
ing Regulators Inc (IGR) and Saskatchewan L iquor  and 
Gaming Author ity (SLGA).  IGR is specific to First  Na-
t ions. 
 
Those char it ies that  have taken the init iat ive to l icense 
now have found the process to be much easier  than they 
had ant icipated. Essent ial ly, char it ies need to have a 
char itable mandate and be st ructured to use the proceeds 
from gaming for  rel ief of pover ty, advancement  of educa-
t ion or  rel igion, or  for  the general benefit  of the commu-
nity . 
 
L icensing applicat ions simply detai l  what  the char ity wil l  
do to raise money for  char ity and who wil l  be responsible 
for  the administ rat ion of the funds raised.  Repor t ing wil l  
reflect  that  the fundraising took place as per  the above. 
 
L icensing is a way for  First  Nat ions Governments to opt i-
mize fundraising potent ial on-reserve and take advantage 
of the systems developed by IGR for  First  Nat ions.  I t  is 
also a way to ensure that  there is no delay in disburse-
ment  of SIGA Trust  Fund Revenues.  IGR staff members 
are ready to assist  now. 
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The Big River  First  Nat ion is located 120 ki lometers 
nor thwest  of Pr ince Alber t , Saskatchewan. I t  is 
roughly 11,964 hectares in size with a total  populat ion 
of about  2,200 and present ly has 1,600 members resid-
ing on-reserve.  
 
I n 1878, Chief Saseewahum signed an adhesion to 
Treaty No. 6 and up unt i l  twenty years after  this 
point , members of the Big River  band made their  l iv-
ing through hunt ing and fishing. The t radi t ional lan-
guage of the members of Big River  First  Nat ion is 
Cree. 
 
Two of the Federat ion of Saskatchewan Indian Na-
t ions Execut ive members are from Big River  First  Na-
t ion. Chief Lawrence Joseph and Vice-Chief Lyle 
Whitefish both hai l from the community. 
 
Big River  is also wel l  known for  i ts world famous 
drum group, Whitefish Jrs., who t ravel  the world per-
forming their  award winning beats for  al l  to enjoy. 

The much-t raveled ensemble have per formed in Ger-
many, hosted many Pow-wows, won singing contests 
across North Amer ica, and per formed in front  of Presi-
dent  Cl inton. 

Chief Lawrence Joseph is a member  of the Big River  First  Nat ion 
located in the Treaty Six Terr i tory. He is fluent  in both the Cree 
and Engl ish languages. I n October  of 1997, Lawrence was elected 
Four th Vice-Chief of the FSIN and remained at  this post  for  three 
terms. On October  25, 2006, the Chiefs in Assembly chose Law-
rence Joseph as their  new Chief. Chief Joseph©s cur rent  por t fol io 
assignments include Execut ive Chair , Chair  of the Indian Govern-
ance Commission, Regional Chief of the AFN, Treaty Governance 
Processes, I nternat ional Affairs, Government  of Canada, Govern-
ment  of Saskatchewan, Office of the Treaty Commissioner , First  
Nat ions Women©s Commission, Veterans and Senate and of course 
Chairman of the Indigenous Gaming Regulators.  


