Indigenous Gaming Regulators
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| have had the honour of being
assigned the Indigenous Gam-
ing Regulators Inc. (IGR) under
my new executive portfolio
responsibilities with the Federa-
tion of Saskatchewan Indian
Nations (FSIN).

On behalf of the IGR Board of
Directors and as the new Chair,
| extend best wishes to the First
Nations, the Tribal Councils
and the IGR staff for 2005.

In mid-December | had the
opportunity to have afirst
meeting with the Board. As
with my predecessor, | am ex-
tremely pleased with the
knowledge, commitment and
leadership that each of our
Board Members brings to the
organization. | look forward to
being part of the important and
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IGR has now obtained des-
ignations from over 80% of
Saskatchewan First Nations!
IGR received its very first
Band Council Resolution
(BCR) designating IGR as
the on-reserve gaming li-
cense issuer in May of 2000.
Since then IGR staff have
been traveling to meet with
the First Nations to gather
support for aFirst Nations
operated gaming regulator.
Given the traveling time to
reach all First Nations and
the need for thorough con-
sultations, IGR has done
well in achieving this mile-

pioneering work that IGR isdoing in
First Nations' gaming regulation.

| am pleased to report that progress
at IGR continues as we have now
received 80% approval from the
First Nations to have our own First
Nations gaming regulatory body
license and regulate their charitable
gaming activity.

In addition to licensing and regul at-
ing on-reserve charitable gaming, an
equally important responsibility to
be assumed by IGR under the Dele-
gation Agreement, isthe licensing
and regulation of SIGA Casino Ta
ble Games. IGR will be responsible
for approving table games, changes
to table games and auditing proce-
dures relative to the table games
operations. We look forward to
IGR’sinvolvement in this aspect of

casino regulation.

Further to ensuring operational
capacity, the staff of IGR will
continue their work of obtaining
support from those First Nations
that have not yet designated IGR
astheir on-reserve charitable gam-
ing regulator. 1GR staff are aso
available to provide informational
workshops on charitable gaming
regulation.

Finaly, I look forward to the con-
tinued support IGR has received
from the First Nations and Tribal
Councils as we move toward im-
plementing First Nations jurisdic-
tion over gaming.

stone. As we approach delegation, re-visit First Nations who

the momentum of the support we
arereceivingisincreasing. In
2004 IGR received at least 29
designations, which accounts for
nearly half of the designations
received to date. Thisisdueto
the hard work and confidence
IGR has built with consistent
messages of trust, integrity and
accountability among the First
Nations.

IGR staff continue to work to
obtain BCR’'sfrom the First Na-

tions who have not yet designated

alicensing authority. The public
relations team has also started to

have already signed to pro-
vide them with Community
Gaming Workshops
(CGW'’Ss). These CGW’swill
be amajor focus in the new
year. Use IGR’s contact in-
formation on page 4 to sched-
ule your CGW today!

IGR maintains that central-
ized First Nations gaming
regulation “ With First Na-
tions, By First Nations, For
First Nations,” will help First
Nations charitable gaming to
be even more successful in
the years to come.
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- s R IGR hosted an open house on December 16,
Clive Diller from First Nations Bank of Canada 2004. Friends and neighbors from the Pack-

“checks out” IGR’s information packages at the  ham Ave. block attended. L-R are Vance : ; Jote._
December 2004 FSIN Specia Assembly at the McNabb (SIGA), IGR CEO Greg Ahenakew, “ToastMasters” Joanne Cardinal (FSIN) and Cathy Pounq-
Saskatoon Inn. L-R are IGR’s Mary Culbertson, [ ester Lafond, lan Morris and Kelly Bitternose ma!(er (IGR) pose for photos at the FSIN Fall Assembly in
Ellen Desjarlais and Bonnie Jmmy. (Peace Hills Trust). Swift Current. (L-R)
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IGR’s Public Relations Staff held an informational meeting for the Chiefs and Peepeekesisinvited IGR’ s staff to run a Community Gaming Workshop
Councilors of the Athabasca Region in the Prince Albert Inn. (Oct 2004) (CGW) on October 15, 2004. IGR ran about 20 CGW’sin 2004.

Chief Wolfe-Keller (IGR Board Member) of Mus- / - 3 / Yo
kowekwan spesksto SLGA Minister, Eric Cline, in the ; Gord Laliberte and lan Morris of IGR learn thein's
IGR Board Room during hisvisit on October 15,2004.  |GR’s Corie Amundson and Mary Cul- and out’s of blackjack with the help of Wayne Sal-

bertson meet hockey great, Ted Nolan. loum (center—formerly of SIGA).

lan gives away an IGR golf shirt in Fort IGR gives a Calvin Sand Print to Agency Chiefs Tribal The school at Cumberland House.
Qu’'Appelle. Council.
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The Indigenous Gaming Regu-  Provide information for Veter-  overall success. FSIN Vice-
lators were in attendance for the ans, spouses, widows and family Chief Joseph’s officeisin the
First Nations Veterans Associa= members regarding benefits, planning stages for next

tion conference held on Novem- Programs, health issues, etc. year@gathering.
ber 17 & 18, 2004 at the Guest speakers were on hand to

Travelodge Hotel in Saskatoon. Provide information for guests  |GR’s Staff set up the booth
For IGR thiswasaunique op- @ Well asto answer questions ~ Just outside the convention
portunity to showcase the or- from the audience. room to hand out information

P . and hold adraw for aCalvin
?cz)arn:;atlggnlz'?tr)star'll?portant ¢ About 180 people attended the  Sand print and an IGR golf

tion/Aboriginal community. gathering with approximately  shirt.

120 of those being Veterans. We look f 4 to attend
. - e look forward to attending
chi ;: (r;t (l:\loa;;?esn\éeet v?/rain t? e'IA dS:m Thiswas t_he fi rst annual confer- j[his important gathering again ¢ $6( - $
ence of thiskind and was an in 2005. $ '
' ) K <D =

The Indigenous Gaming with all of the First Nationsby hosted IGR staff at their Chief and :
Regulatorswereon handin  setting up the IGR events Council meetings. ItisIGR’'s " # -
Swift Current, Saskatchewan booth at all FSIN gatherings.  intention to keep all of the First ,
to attend the 2004 fall session The success IGR has gathered Nations posted on our progress +_ ) # 2
of the FSIN Legidative As-  interms of support through and foster the ever important posi- $ ) -
sembly. As expected, the Band Council Resolutionsis tive relationships with every com- " # $
Premier of Saskatchewan due, in part, to the high visibil- munity. $ '
announced the provinces ap- ity of the Public Relations ) ) S 3)
proval of theplanned SIGA  Team at eventssuch asthese. ~ Thispublic relationsinitiative is ( 4
casinosin Swift Current and paying off for IGR. We greatly
the Whitecap Dakota/Sioux | GR staff were kept busy at appreciate the support and good
First Nation. the Assembly fielding ques-  relations built over the last while.

tions from the First Nations IGR is committed to continuing
Asaninstitution of the FSIN, leadership. They aso fol- these efforts and looks forward to
IGR’s public relations staff lowed up with Chiefs and more visits to the First Nationsto
attempts to stay in contact Councilorswho have already  share information and assist with

any questions, concerns or issues.

The Premier of Saskatchewan prepares to announce approval for 2 new casinos. From L-R (Front Only): Vice-Chief  Senator eorge PeeAce chatting with Sas-
Morley Watson, Vice-Chief Guy Lonechild, Premier Lorne Calvert, FSIN Chief Alphonse Bird, Swift Current katchewan Premier Lorne Calvert. Coun-
Mayor Sandy Larson, Vice-Chief Delbert Wapass, Vice-Chief Lawrence Joseph . cilor Greg Taypotat of the Kahkewistahaw

First Nation looks on.
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Do you have a question
or comment? Would
you like to schedule a

Community Gaming
Workshop? Call our
office at the number
below, we would be
happy to visit your
community!

Indi%enous Gaming
egulators

400—203 Packham
Avenue

Saskatoon,
Saskatchewan
S7N 4K 5
Phone: (306) 477-5700

Fax: (306) 477-5704

www.ig-regulator s.com
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Why must | GR contact each
First Nation and obtain a
Band Council Resolution
from each band?

Under the terms of the 2002
Framework Agreement, the
Chiefs-in-Assembly agreed
that they would assign the
licensing and regulatory re-
sponsibility over their gaming
affairs to a charitable gaming
regulator. Thiswould bring
on-reserve charitable gaming
in line with off-reserve chari-
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table gaming. Gambling,
whether it is casino gaming,
bingo's, break-opens or raffles,
are governed under the Criminal
Code of Canada and administered
by the province. Under the Dele-
gation Agreement, IGR will be
authorized to license and regulate
only, not charge or prosecute.
Further to this commitment to
license and regulate, each band is
assured receipt of their First Na-
tions Trust Fund dollars as out-
lined in the 2002 Gaming Frame-
work Agreement.

% Pow-Wow

Another First Nations' event
that IGR attended was the 2004
FSIN Cultural Celebration and
Pow Wow. Thisyear’'s Theme
was “Leading into the Future.”
The event was held the week of
October 12-17, 2004 with the
Pow-Wow commencing on
October 15 to 17th.

The FSIN Cultural Celebration
& Pow Wow isinitsthird con-
secutive successful year. Drum

Sunday Grand Entry at the FSIN Pow-wow.

groups and contestants from
across Canada and the US com-
peted and enjoyed the celebra-
tions together.

The IGR booth attracted many
participants and staff took ad-
vantage of every opportunity to
share our mission, mandate and
corporate objectives.

What isa“Licensing and Dele-
gation Agreement” ?

The Licensing and Delegation
Agreement is the negotiated
agreement that IGR isworking on
with the Saskatchewan Liquor
and Gaming Authority (SLGA).
The guidelines for this delegation
are contained in the 2002 Frame-
work Agreement. Since Sas-
katchewan assumed the rightsto
control gaming in this province
(from the federal government),
they exercise legidative jurisdic-
tion over gaming . Inorder to
make regulation consistent across
the province, we are working with
SLGA to develop aregulatory
authority (IGR) that meetsthe
same legal requirements but also
addresses the unique needs of
First Nations people and commu-
nities.

Desirae Desnomie and Anna Gardypie.



