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For  this fi r st  issue of Gaming Rules 
in 2008, I  would l ike to extend my 
sincere appreciat ion for  the volun-
teers in our  First  Nat ions Commu-
nit ies.  They put  in many hours to 
ensure that  char i table work cont in-
ues for  those in need.   
 
IGR Management  and Staff con-
t inue to work with the leaders and 
volunteers in First  Nat ions com-
munit ies to assist  with obtaining a 
l icense to conduct  char i table gam-
ing or  just  answer  quest ions 
around the process.  IGR is com-
mit ted to standards of excel lence 
and we pr ide ourselves on being 
responsive to the unique circum-
stances on-reserve.  Al l  of our  staff 
members are professional, wel l  

t rained and personable. 
 
IGR staff members wi l l  cont inue to 
t ravel extensively to First  Nat ions 
communit ies in an at tempt  to pro-
vide informat ion and assist  char i t ies 
with the process of becoming l i -
censed. This consultat ion and infor -
mat ion shar ing is essent ial  to the 
success of our  operat ions and goal of 
ensur ing that  al l  on-reserve char i ta-
ble gaming is l icensed and regulated.   
 
Please contact  our  office to ar range 
for  an informat ion session or  with 
assistance in fi l l ing out  the l icensing 
appl icat ions. Somebody wi l l  be 
happy to assist  you with whatever  
char i table gaming needs you may 
have. 
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GET LICENSED!GET LICENSED!  
Do you currently fundraise 
through charitable gaming, or 
plan to do so in the future? 
 
Effective April 2, 2007, IGR  
licenses and regulates on-reserve 
Bingos, Breakopens, Raffles, 
Texas Hold’em Poker Tourna-
ments, Monte Carlo Events and 
SIGA Table Games. 

INDIGENOUS GAMING REINDIGENOUS GAMING REGULATORS IS YOUR GULATORS IS YOUR   
FIRST NATIONS GAMING REGULATOR.FIRST NATIONS GAMING REGULATOR. 

WHY GET LICENSED? 
 

·  The Law requires that all charitable gaming be licensed. 

·  The Chiefs-in-Assembly have ratified the Licensing Agreement. 

·  By supporting IGR in regulating on-reserve gaming, you contribute 
towards our shared goal of helping achieve full jurisdiction over 
gaming. 

·  Being licensed brings credibility to First Nations charitable gaming. 

·  Fundraising through charitable gaming supports worthy causes in 
First Nations communities.   

·  Licensed charities are eligible to receive provincial government 
grants equal to 25% of their net revenues on a quarterly basis.  
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WORD J UM BL E-H I NTS 
ARE ON TH E RI GH T 
 
Congratulat ions to the Holiday quiz winner , Val-
er ie Desjar lais.  Valer ie won $100 wor th of IGR 
merchandise.  For your  chance to win $100 wor th of 
IGR gear  cor rect ly solve the following word jumble 
and send in your  response to the address l isted 
below. 
 
TGRAN-Licensed Char it ies are el igible to receive 
 
HTAWNEOP-Chr istmas Card contest  locat ion 
 
KOKAOPHTAAH-One of the BTAC Bands 
 
TSONKOASA-IGR located here 
 
YHRCATI -Applies for  l icenses 
 
GMANIG-Events that  require l icensing 
 
VERSENTULO-Help out  at  l icensed events 
 
DRBAO-Lar ry Ahenakew newest member  of IGR’s 
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I GR Of f  t o a Good St ar t  i n  2008 

The number of l icensed on-reserve char i t ies 
cont inues to grow dramat ical ly.  I n the pe-
r iod Apr i l  02/07 to February 06/08, IGR 
issued 82 l icenses.  This amazing accom-
pl ishment  is due to the vision and commit -
ment  of First  Nat ions Leaders and IGR 
Board members as wel l  as the hard work 
and effor t  by staff. 
 
I n order  to achieve such impressive stat is-
t ics, IGR staff have at tended 83 meet ings 
on-reserve to assist  chari t ies with the proc-
ess of becoming l icensed.  In addi t ion to the 
l icenses issued, there are 25 appl icat ions 
under  review.. 
 
Many of the IGR l icensed char i t ies wi l l  
soon receive char i table gaming grants that  
are equal to 25 percent  of their  net  gaming 
revenues.  These grants may be put  to 
many good uses, and are based on the 
char i table gaming revenues repor ted to 

IGR on a monthly basis. 
 
For  those on-reserve char i t ies that  wish to 
l icense, and have not  yet  taken the fi rst  
step, IGR staff are more than happy to set 
up meet ings in your  communit ies and star t  
the process.  Essent ial ly al l  that  is required 
is for  the char i ty to have char i table or  rel i -
gious objects or  purposes as their  mandate, 
and meet  other  el igibi l i ty cr i ter ia developed 
by IGR. 
 
For  detai led explanat ion on el igibi l i ty and 
use of proceeds, contact  IGR Communica-
t ions Department  at  (306) 477-5700 to ar-
range a workshop, or  visi t  our  websi te at 
www.igr .ca.  I t  is easy to become l icensed 
and the process is reasonably simple.  
Should you need any assistance, IGR staff 
wi l l  come out  to your  community and help 
you fi l l  out  the applicat ion forms and ex-
plain the repor t ing requirements. 

I GR Wor k shop at  Shoal  L ak e 
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Wahpeton School was chosen to host  IGR’s 2007 
Chr istmas Card contest .  An independent  panel of 
judges chose the winner  from entr ies received over  a 
month long per iod. The winning entry was produced 
into a Chr istmas card and mailed to al l  of IGR’s 
contacts.   
 
Five students had their  ar twork framed and 
presented to them at  the school ’s Chr istmas Concer t .  
Al l  ent rants were wor thy of pr izes but  the First  Pr ize 
went  to Trey who drew a winter  scene wi th wolves.  

Judges felt  this best  depicted Chr istmas for  First  
Nat ions and best  displayed the ar t ist ’s  talent .  
 
IGR wishes to offer  a hear t fel t  thank you to the 
chi ldren, staff, famil ies and community of Wahpeton 
for  welcoming IGR and al lowing the contest  to take 
place. 
 
The 2008 Chr istmas Card Contest  wi l l  be held in 
another  community.  Detai ls wi l l  be made avai lable 
the fi rst  week of November . 
 

I GR CH RI STM AS CARD CONTEST WI NNERS 

New  I GR Boar d M ember  for  Bat t l efor ds Agency Tr i bal  Ch i efs 

Larry Davis Ahenakew, B.A, Chief of the Ahtahka-
koop First  Nat ion, was born and raised on the 
Ahtahkakoop First  Nat ion. He represents the Bat t le-
fords Agency Tr ibal Counci l . 
 
Chief Ahenakew at tended and graduated from the 
local school in Shel l  Lake, Saskatchewan. He went  
on to pursue a higher  level of educat ion and suc-
cessful ly graduated from the University of Sas-
katchewan, obtaining a Nat ive Studies Degree with 
a Minor  Degree in Sociology, Pol i t ical Studies and 
Commerce. He then began a career  working for  his 
Band as a Director  of Post  Secondary Educat ion, 
and as the Coordinator  and Director  of Social  De-
velopment . He won a seat  for  Band Counci l lor  on 
his reserve which he held for  eleven (11) years be-
fore he decided to take on the more hect ic, respon-
sible role of Chief. He successful ly became Chief in 
his very fi rst  at tempt  to run for  office and has al-
ready completed a two year  term. He was recent ly 
re-elected as Chief by his people. One of his many 
accomplishments includes an overal l  turn around 

in the First  Na-
t ion’s financial  
status to an un-
qual i fied audi-
t or ’s opi n i on 
within his two 
year  term of of-
fice. With the 
financial credi-
b i l i t y  h e 
ach i eved, h i s 
band is in a fa-
vorable posit ion.  
 
Chief Ahenakew 
and his wife 
I ona, have one 
daughter  named 
Stacey and one 
beaut i ful  granddaughter  who is a joy to come home 
to at  the end of each day. 
 

Ch i ef  L ar r y  Dav i s Ahenak ew  
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Char i table gaming is al ive and well  outside First  
Nat ions ter r i tory in Saskatchewan.  The Repor ts 
from Saskatchewan L iquor  and Gaming Author i ty 
below show the numbers of  l icenses that  were 
issued for  char i table gaming in 2006/07.   The 
fol lowing excludes municipal raffles and bingos. 
 
Bingo L icenses issued    830 
Breakopen L icenses issued  663 
Raffle L icenses issued    689 
Texas Hold©em Licenses issued  251 
Monte Car lo L icenses issued         5 
 
The numbers of l icenses issued off-reserve 
cor respond to a much larger  populat ion base with a 
t remendously larger  percentage of adults to take 
responsibi l i ty for  fundraising.  The average number  
of l icences issued by SLGA per  1000 adults off-

reserve is comparable to those issued by IGR on-
reserve.  
 
Total  gross spending for  2006/07 on Bingo, 
Breakopen, Raffle, Texas Hold©em, and Monte 
Car lo was $114,771,023 with the char i table 
revenue total ing $24,470,913. 
 
Char i table Gaming Grants have been an excel lent  
source of revenue for  off-reserve char i t ies in 
Saskatchewan. Total grants payable for  the fiscal 
year  were $6,372,724. 
  
IGR wishes al l  of our  off-reserve neighbors wel l  
with their  char i table gaming endeavors.  L ike wi th 
the on-reserve char i t ies, the volunteers work hard 
to fundraise for  wor thy causes and offer  help where 
i t  is needed. 
 

On behalf of the IGR Board of Directors, I  
extend congratulat ions to the on-reserve 
char i t ies who are working to implement  
First  Nat ions Treaty and Inherent  r ights 
to self-government .  By choosing to l i -
cense with IGR our  First  Nat ions are ex-
ercising our  jur isdict ion.  
  
Those First  Nat ions Chiefs and Counci ls 
that  have chosen IGR as their  regulator , 
by signing BCRs, have exercised wisdom 
and sound management  pract ices.  They 
are also taking advantage of the oppor tu-
nity to receive the char i table gaming 
grant . The next  step is to ensure al l  
char i table gaming is l icensed on First  
Nat ions lands. With volunteers from over 
80 l icensed on-reserve char i t ies hard at  
work, great  things wi l l  cont inue to hap-
pen in our  communit ies.  
  
I t  is the ult imate goal  of the IGR Board to have 
al l  on-reserve char i table gaming l icensed. IGR 
staff members have done a admirable job of in-

forming our  First  Nat ions 
communit ies of the require-
ments for  l icensing char i ta-
ble gaming. 
  
I  encourage First  Nat ions lead-
ership and on-reserve char i t ies 
to contact  IGR with any ques-
t ions or  concerns you may have 
regarding l icensing your  char i-
table gaming act ivi t ies. 
  
Serving as IGR Board Chair  
has been a rewarding assign-
ment , and I  look forward to the 
growing numbers of l icenses 
issued for  on-reserve char i table 
gaming.  I  am confident that  
we are moving ever  closer  to ful l  
and meaningful asser t ion of our 

jur isdict ion in gaming regulat ion, and that  this 
t rend wil l  lead to implementat ion of our  Treaty 
r ights and pr inciples in other  areas. 

Ch i ef  L aw r ence J oseph ,  
Chai r man of  t he I GR Boar d of  D i r ect or s  


