For thisfirst issue of Gaming Rules
in 2008, | would like to extend my
sincere appreciation for the volun-
teersin our First Nations Commu-
nities. They put in many hours to
ensure that charitable work contin-
ues for those in need.

IGR Management and Staff con-
tinue to work with the leaders and
volunteers in First Nations com-
munities to assist with obtaining a
license to conduct charitable gam-
ing or just answer questions
around the process. IGR is com-
mitted to standards of excellence
and we pride ourselves on being
responsive to the unique circum-
stances on-reserve. All of our staff
members are professional, well

|GR President and CEO Message

trained and personable.

IGR staff members will continue to
travel extensively to First Nations
communities in an attempt to pro-
vide information and assist charities
with the process of becoming li-
censed. This consultation and infor-
mation sharing is essential to the
success of our operations and goal of
ensuring that all on-reserve charita-
ble gaming is licensed and regulated.

Please contact our office to arrange
for an information session or with
assistancein filling out the licensing
applications. Somebody will be
happy to assist you with whatever
charitable gaming needs you may
have.

IGR President and CEO Gregory Ahenakew

WORD JUMBLE-HINTS
ARE ON THE RIGHT

Congratulations to the Holiday quiz winner, Val-
erie Desjarlais. Valeriewon $100 worth of IGR
merchandise. For your chance to win $100 worth of
IGR gear correctly solve the following word jumble
and send in your response to the address listed
below.

TGRAN-Licensed Charities are eligible to receive
HTAWNEOP-Christmas Card contest location
KOKAOPHTAAH-One of the BTAC Bands
TSONKOASA-IGR located here
YHRCATI-Applies for licenses
GMANIG-Events that requirelicensing
VERSENTULO-Help out at licensed events

DRBAO-Larry Ahenakew newest member of IGR’s
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|GR Off to a Good Start in 2008

The number of licensed on-reserve charities
continues to grow dramatically. In the pe-
riod April 02/07 to February 06/08, IGR
issued 82 licenses. This amazing accom-
plishment is due to the vision and commit-
ment of First Nations Leaders and IGR
Board members as well as the hard work
and effort by staff.

In order to achieve such impressive statis-
tics, IGR staff have attended 83 meetings
on-reserve to assist charities with the proc-
ess of becoming licensed. In addition to the
licenses issued, there are 25 applications
under review..

Many of the IGR licensed charities will
soon receive charitable gaming grants that
are equal to 25 percent of their net gaming
revenues. These grants may be put to
many good uses, and are based on the
charitable gaming revenues reported to

IGR on a monthly basis.

For those on-reserve charities that wish to
license, and have not yet taken the first
step, IGR staff are more than happy to set
up meetings in your communities and start
the process. Essentially all that is required
is for the charity to have charitable or reli-
gious objects or purposes as their mandate,
and meet other eligibility criteria developed
by IGR.

For detailed explanation on eligibility and
use of proceeds, contact IGR Communica-
tions Department at (306) 477-5700 to ar-
range a workshop, or visit our website at
www.igr.ca. It is easy to become licensed
and the process is reasonably simple.
Should you need any assistance, |GR staff
will come out to your community and help
you fill out the application forms and ex-
plain the reporting requirements.

IGR Workshop at Shoal Lake
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IGR CHRISTMAS CARD CONTEST WINNERS

Wahpeton School was chosen to host IGR’s 2007
Christmas Card contest. An independent panel of
judges chose the winner from entries received over a
month long period. The winning entry was produced
into a Christmas card and mailed to all of IGR’s
contacts.

Five students had their artwork framed and
presented to them at the school’'s Christmas Concert.
All entrants were worthy of prizes but the First Prize
went to Trey who drew a winter scene with wolves.

New IGR Board Member for Battlefords Agency Tribal Chiefs

Larry Davis Ahenakew, B.A, Chief of the Ahtahka-
koop First Nation, was born and raised on the
Ahtahkakoop First Nation. He represents the Battle-
fords Agency Tribal Council.

Chief Ahenakew attended and graduated from the
local school in Shell Lake, Saskatchewan. He went
on to pursue a higher level of education and suc-
cessfully graduated from the University of Sas-
katchewan, obtaining a Native Studies Degree with
a Minor Degree in Sociology, Political Studies and
Commerce. He then began a career working for his
Band as a Director of Post Secondary Education,
and as the Coordinator and Director of Social De-
velopment. He won a seat for Band Councillor on
his reserve which he held for eleven (11) years be-
fore he decided to take on the more hectic, respon-
sible role of Chief. He successfully became Chief in
his very first attempt to run for office and has al-
ready completed a two year term. He was recently
re-elected as Chief by his people. One of his many
accomplishments includes an overall turn around

Judges felt this best depicted Christmas for First
Nations and best displayed the artist’s talent.

IGR wishes to offer a heartfelt thank you to the
children, staff, families and community of Wahpeton
for welcoming IGR and allowing the contest to take
place.

The 2008 Christmas Card Contest will be held in
another community. Details will be made available
the first week of November.

in the First Na-
tion’s  financial
status to an un-
qualified  audi-
tor’s opinion
within his two
year term of of-
fice. With the
financial  credi-
bility he
achieved, his
band is in a fa-
vorable position.

Chief Ahenakew

and his wife

lona, have one

daughter named  chief Larry Davis Ahenakew
Stacey and one

beautiful granddaughter whois a joy to come home
to at the end of each day.
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Message from IGR Board Chair Chief Lawrence Joseph

On behalf of the IGR Board of Directors, |
extend congratulations to the on-reserve
charities who are working to implement
First Nations Treaty and Inherent rights
to self-government. By choosing to li-
cense with IGR our First Nations are ex-
ercising our jurisdiction.

forming our First Nations
communities of the require-
ments for licensing charita-
ble gaming.

| encourage First Nations lead-
ership and on-reserve charities
to contact IGR with any ques-
tions or concerns you may have
regarding licensing your chari-
table gaming activities.

Those First Nations Chiefs and Councils
that have chosen IGR as their regulator,
by signing BCRs, have exercised wisdom
and sound management practices. They
are also taking advantage of the opportu-
nity to receive the charitable gaming
grant. The next step is to ensure all
charitable gaming is licensed on First growing numbers of licenses
Nations lands. With volunteers from over issued for on-reserve charitable
80 licensed on-reserve charities hard at gaming. | am confident that
work, great things will continue to hap- ,  ChiefLawiencedosepr, ~ we are moving ever closer to full
pen in our communities. and meaningful assertion of our
jurisdiction in gaming regulation, and that this
It is the ultimate goal of the IGR Board to have trend will lead to implementation of our Treaty
all on-reserve charitable gaming licensed. I1GR rights and principlesin other areas.
staff members have done a admirable job of in-

Serving as IGR Board Chair
has been a rewarding assign-
ment, and | look forward to the

Charitable Gamingin Other Jurisdictions:
Off-Reserve Charitable Gaming in Saskatchewan

Charitable gaming is alive and well outside First reserve is comparable to those issued by IGR on-

Nations territory in Saskatchewan. The Reports reserve.

from Saskatchewan Liquor and Gaming Authority

below show the numbers of licenses that were Total gross spending for 2006/07 on Bingo,

issued for charitable gaming in 2006/07. The Breakopen, Raffle, Texas Hold@m, and Monte

following excludes municipal raffles and bingos. Carlo was $114,771,023 with the charitable
revenue totaling $24,470,913.

Bingo Licenses issued 830
Breakopen Licensesissued 663 Charitable Gaming Grants have been an excellent
Raffle Licenses issued 689 source of revenue for off-reserve charities in

Saskatchewan. Total grants payable for the fiscal
year were $6,372,724.

Texas Hold@m Licenses issued 251
Monte Carlo Licenses issued 5

IGR wishes all of our off-reserve neighbors well
with their charitable gaming endeavors. Like with
the on-reserve charities, the volunteers work hard
to fundraise for worthy causes and offer help where
it is needed.

The numbers of licenses issued off-reserve
correspond to a much larger population base with a
tremendously larger percentage of adults to take
responsibility for fundraising. The average number
of licences issued by SLGA per 1000 adults off-
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