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Fundraising Opportunities: Social Media Raffles 

Almost everyone who uses some form of social me-

dia has seen the notices for fundraising events 

such as steaknights and charitable gaming activi-

ties. The most common social media site used in 

Saskatchewan is Facebook. But there is also In-

stagram, Snapchat, Twitter and many more.  

 

As with other forms of gaming, charitable gaming  

activities must be licensed and proceeds must go 

to charity. IGR terms and conditions permit the 

use of the internet to facilitate licensed on-reserve 

charitable gaming. To see more on what IGR li-

censes, visit our website at  www.igr.ca. Social 

media has provided opportunities to enhance on 

and off-reserve fundraising. It is a great way to 

advertise and promote fundraising activities to 

anybody who has access to a computer or hand-

held device.  

IGR Raffle Terms and Conditions allow for use of 

the internet as a medium for selling raffle tickets 

and providing information on where to purchase 

them. The licensee shall ensure that all media 

advertising is done through outlets having a geo-

graphical location in Saskatchewan. Tickets shall 

not be sold, advertised or promoted to persons out-

side of Saskatchewan. 

 

Tickets may be sold on the internet, however there  

must be other purchase options such as telephone 

or ticket book sales. Online sales may not be the 

only purchase option for customers. Licensees who 

offer an online sales option to customers must en-

sure that they follow the IGR Raffle Terms and 

Conditions at www.igr.ca. 

 

 

IGR Undergoes One Year Review of  Registration For  

On-Reserve Charitable Gaming Employees 

The extremely positive review results illustrate 

that IGR has well defined processes in place and 

that staff work well as a team. The assessment of 

Phase II project focused on:  

 Authorities and procedures relating to regis-

tration 

 Business processes relating to eligibility, reg-

istration classification, compliance and ad-

ministration management, and privacy and 

confidentiality of employee information 

 A review of employee registration files and 

associated processes, as well as a casino in-

spection 

 Job descriptions and training processes 

It was found that staff are aware of their legisla-

tive authority to regulate and are knowledgeable 

of the policies, procedures and processes in place 

to perform their regulatory duties. IGR was cred-

ited with a “well-managed” registration process 

that “is administered accurately and effectively”. 

 

The assessment results are a strong indication of 

the excellent job IGR is doing. IGR Board of Di-

rectors, management and staff could not be more 

pleased with this and past successes. The  team 

looks optimistically forward to the future when 

we embark on Phase III and begin registering 

suppliers to IGR licensees.   
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New Horizons in Responsible Gambling Conference 2018 

Gaming in Other Jurisdictions: Saskatchewan Lotteries 

 

 

The 2018 New Horizons in Responsible Gambling Confer-

ence was held in Vancouver February 13 - 15, 2018. The 

overarching theme of the conference was social responsibil-

ity for wellness in the gaming industry. The workshops 

featured an array of industry and mental health profes-

sionals tackling this very diverse and tough topic. 

Keynote speakers included bestselling authors, Neil Pas-

richa who spoke on mental health with a focus on reducing 

the stigma and increasing the support, as well as Johann 

Hari who spoke on rethinking addiction and social recovery 

in the age of loneliness.  Both speakers used their personal 

journeys to advance their ideas around treating addictions.  

Interestingly, Pasricha spoke on making oneself happy 

through positive thinking and sharing that happiness with 

others who are suffering with mental illnesses. Hari used 

examples of experiments on addiction that point to the idea 

that addiction is a symptom of social isolation and/or 

deeper problems of societal influences.  

All of the workshops of course, included  ideas to combat 

challenges around gambling addiction. One challenge faced 

by operators, legislators and regulators today is that inter-

net gaming increases isolation and isolation breeds loneli-

ness which leads to self-medication through either sub-

stance abuse or addictive behaviours such as gambling ad-

diction.  

New to this year’s agenda was a session on First Nations 

perspectives on health and wellness. The speaker, Cornelia 

Wieman presented traditional models to community and 

individual wellness. One can certainly make the connection 

between these models, and dealing with self-medication of 

the symptoms of poverty and oppression though gambling.  

There was a message to conference attendees that regula-

tors, legislators and operators have shared duties and con-

cerns. In addition to  duties to provide fair play and ensure 

community benefit, there is a concern for those struggling 

with gambling addiction.  

Overall, the conference was well organized with compelling 

presentations. It offered something for everyone with a di-

versity of workshops that seemed to impress and create a 

buzz. 

Saskatchewan Lotteries is operated by Sask Sport Inc., a 

non-profit organization designated by the Government of 

Saskatchewan since 1974 to be the provincial marketing 

organization for lottery tickets in Saskatchewan.  Through 

an agreement with the Ministry of Parks, Culture and 

Sport, Sask Sport Inc. operates Saskatchewan Lotteries and 

markets Western Canada Lottery Corporation (WCLC) 

products as a fundraiser for sport, culture and recreation. 

 

The WCLC is a non-profit organization authorized to conduct and 

manage ticket lotteries for its members, the governments 

of Saskatchewan, Alberta and Manitoba.  It is governed by a Board 

of Directors consisting of two representatives appointed by each of 

the Member provinces.  It is a regional marketing organization of the 

Interprovincial Lottery Corporation (ILC) which is authorized to 

manage and conduct national lotteries.  The WCLC works in con-

junction with the provincial and territorial marketing organizations, 

such as Saskatchewan Lotteries.   

National games marketed by WCLC with ILC include LOTTO MAX 

and LOTTO 6/49.  In addition, WCLC offers regional games as au-

thorized by its members including: WESTERN 649, EXTRA, PICK 

3, SPORT SELECT, KENO, and a variety of SCRATCH 'N WIN 

games 

 

The Saskatchewan Lotteries Trust Fund for Sport, Culture 

and Recreation, was established for the purpose of granting 

funds to eligible, non-profit volunteer organizations in the 

areas of sport, culture and recreation.  The Trust Fund re-

ceives its money from the net proceeds of Saskatchewan 

Lotteries ticket sales.  Eligible organizations are designated 

by the Minister of Parks, Culture and Sport based on meet-

ing certain eligibility criteria.  Volunteer committees from 

the sport, culture and recreation communities review and 

adjudicate all funding requests made to the trust fund from 

eligible organizations.   

 

The lottery-funded system for sport, culture and recreation 

is delivered to the people of Saskatchewan through a distri-

bution agreement between the Ministry of Parks, Culture 

and Sport and three independent community partners,  

Sask Sport Inc., SaskCulture Inc. and the Saskatchewan 

Parks and Recreation Association Inc.  to ensure that Sas-

katchewan Lotteries proceeds benefit communities across 

the province.   

 

Approximately 1,200 organizations receive direct funding 

support and through them, more than 12,000 affiliated 

sport, culture, recreation and community organizations 

benefit.  This includes grants to all communities and First 

Nations bands through the Community Grant Program as 

well as support for nine Sport, Culture and Recreation Dis-

tricts.  These sports, culture and recreation groups provide 

participation opportunities for people of every age and abil-

ity level.   
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IGR Board Chair Message  

On behalf of the FSIN and the IGR Board of Directors, I 

congratulate IGR management and staff on a very favor-

able Phase II third-party operational assessment. Phase 

II of the SIGL Regulatory Agreement involves the regis-

tration of on-reserve charitable gaming employees. IGR 

has illustrated once again, their professionalism, and 

commitment to First Nations citizens and communities.  I 

am confident that as IGR moves into Phase III and regis-

ters suppliers to IGR licensed operations, we will see 

similar results. 

 

I thank the Chiefs and Councils who have chosen to have 

IGR regulate their on-reserve charitable gaming opera-

tions. Regulation serves to enhance these operations.  

 

In closing, I offer congratulations and gratitude to the 

hard working committed volunteers of the IGR-regulated 

charities, who make on-reserve charitable gaming such a 

success, and help with programs and services that might 

otherwise be impossible.  I look forward to seeing all of 

you at First Nations’ community events in the months to 

come as winter winds down and the warmer weather 

brings First Nations cultural events across Turtle Island. 
 

 

Gaming in Other Jurisdictions: Saskatchewan Lotteries 

FSIN Vice Chief  David Pratt 

Saskatchewan Lotteries is operated by Sask Sport Inc., a 

non-profit organization designated by the Government of 

Saskatchewan since 1974 to be the provincial marketing 

organization for lottery tickets in Saskatchewan.  Through 

an agreement with the Ministry of Parks, Culture and 

Sport, Sask Sport Inc. operates Saskatchewan Lotteries and 

markets Western Canada Lottery Corporation (WCLC) 

products as a fundraiser for sport, culture and recreation. 

 

The WCLC is a non-profit organization authorized to conduct and 

manage ticket lotteries for its members, the governments 

of Saskatchewan, Alberta and Manitoba.  It is governed by a Board 

of Directors consisting of two representatives appointed by each of 

the Member provinces.  It is a regional marketing organization of the 

Interprovincial Lottery Corporation (ILC) which is authorized to 

manage and conduct national lotteries.  The WCLC works in con-

junction with the provincial and territorial marketing organizations, 

such as Saskatchewan Lotteries.   

National games marketed by WCLC with ILC include LOTTO MAX 

and LOTTO 6/49.  In addition, WCLC offers regional games as au-

thorized by its members including: WESTERN 649, EXTRA, PICK 

3, SPORT SELECT, KENO, and a variety of SCRATCH 'N WIN 

games 

 

The Saskatchewan Lotteries Trust Fund for Sport, Culture 

and Recreation, was established for the purpose of granting 

funds to eligible, non-profit volunteer organizations in the 

areas of sport, culture and recreation.  The Trust Fund re-

ceives its money from the net proceeds of Saskatchewan 

Lotteries ticket sales.  Eligible organizations are designated 

by the Minister of Parks, Culture and Sport based on meet-

ing certain eligibility criteria.  Volunteer committees from 

the sport, culture and recreation communities review and 

adjudicate all funding requests made to the trust fund from 

eligible organizations.   

 

The lottery-funded system for sport, culture and recreation 

is delivered to the people of Saskatchewan through a distri-

bution agreement between the Ministry of Parks, Culture 

and Sport and three independent community partners,  

Sask Sport Inc., SaskCulture Inc. and the Saskatchewan 

Parks and Recreation Association Inc.  to ensure that Sas-

katchewan Lotteries proceeds benefit communities across 

the province.   

 

Approximately 1,200 organizations receive direct funding 

support and through them, more than 12,000 affiliated 

sport, culture, recreation and community organizations 

benefit.  This includes grants to all communities and First 

Nations bands through the Community Grant Program as 

well as support for nine Sport, Culture and Recreation Dis-

tricts.  These sports, culture and recreation groups provide 

participation opportunities for people of every age and abil-

ity level.   

Licence  
Type 

Issued this  
Fiscal Year 17/18 

Licenses  
Currently 
Under Re-

view 

Bingo 48 6 

Breakopen 30 0 

Raffle 9 1 

Small Raffle 7 0 

Monte Carlo 0 0 

Texas Hold’em 4 1 

Table Games 6 0 

TOTAL 104 8 

From April 1/17 to February 28/18 the Licensing De-

partment has issued one hundred and four (104) li-

censes and eight (8) applications are currently under 

review.  The breakdown of the licences issued is as 

per the table below: 

Charitable Gaming On-Reserve 

As of February 28, 2018 



 

 

 IGR President & CEO Message 

IGR President & CEO  

Gregory Ahenakew 

Gaming Rules! 

Hello to all of our Gaming Rules! read-

ers. I am very pleased with the results 

of the independent third party capacity 

assessment of IGR’s capabilities regard-

ing Phase II (the registration of on-

reserve charitable gaming employees). 

Our professionalism and commitment 

to First Nations citizens and communi-

ties as well as attention to detail have 

led to the outstanding results as per the 

feature story on the front cover of this 

publication. 

 

IGR finishes off the fiscal year on a 

positive note with renewed vigor to em-

bark on Phase III and begin registering 

suppliers to IGR-licensed operations. 

On behalf of IGR management and 

staff, I offer thanks and appreciation to 

the volunteers of the on-reserve chari-

ties who contribute greatly to the well 

being of First Nations citizens and com-

munities as well as the IGR Board of 

Directors for their continued guidance 

and support. 

Play IGR Bingo 

Fill out this Bingo card with answers from what you just read in this 

newsletter  and mail your completed card to:  

Gaming Rules! Newsletter,  #400 - 203 Packham Avenue, Saskatoon, 

SK., S7N 4K5. Provide your mailing address and you will receive IGR 

merchandise!  
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First Nations Addictions  

Rehabilitation Foundation 

(FNARF) Update 
 

By FNARF Staff 

 

First Nations Problem Gambling Awareness 

Week is May 6th - 12, 2018. In 2006, the 

FSIN Chiefs-in-Assembly passed resolution 

#1457 declaring the 2nd week of May annu-

ally as "First Nations Problem Gambling 

Awareness Week” to promote education 

and enhance informed decisions on the risks 

associated with problem gambling.  

 

The First Nations Addictions Rehabilitation 

Foundation is comprised of 20 projects work-

ing towards addressing the impacts of prob-

lem gambling through education and treat-

ment. As a part the FNARF communication 

framework, gambling awareness has no lim-

its.  In 2012, the Regional Health Survey 

identified that an estimated 14.8% of First 

Nations living on-reserve were either a mod-

erate risk gambler or a problem gambler 

demonstrating the need for significant in-

vestments in treatment and education for 

problem gambling. 


