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IGR 2019 Christmas Card Project 

This year, IGR 

partnered with 

Oskayak High 

School in Saska-

toon for our annu-

al Christmas Card 

mail-out. We re-

ceived so many 

great entries that 

it was difficult to 

choose just one 

submission for the 

card. The submis-

sion that we chose 

to use for the card 

depicts Christmas  

 

“Indigenous 

Style”  

 
and we could not 

be happier to 

share it with our 

Gaming Rules! 

readers .  The 

artist’s name is 

Lily.  Thank You 

to everyone at Os-

k a y a k  H i g h 

School from Indig-

enous Gaming 

Regulators. 

Miyo Manito Kisikaw - Cree  Merry Christmas - English  Tedhe yati nuhha horélya wale - Dene  

 

Wanikiya Tháŋpi Aŋpétu WasŠté - Dakota    

  

Niibaa' anami'egiizhigad - Anishinaabe   Jouwéyeu Nouwèl - Michiff 
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Chief Kenny Moccasin from 

Saulteaux First Nation represents 

the Battlefords Agency Tribal Chiefs. 

Chief Moccasin sees IGR’s mandate 

to license charitable gaming of great 

benefit to First Nations Communities 

regarding their fundraising require-

ments. 

  

With a background in computers, 

Chief Moccasin works towards a fu-

ture of sustainability for his commu-

nity. His ambitious mandate as Chief 

includes expanding economic develop-

ment by taking advantage of opportu-

nities for businesses and acquiring 

more land.  His community is strate-

gically located next to Battlefords 

Provincial Park and the tourist vil-

lage of Cochin as well as several other 

tourist locations that were all part of 

his band’s traditional territory.  

New Board Member Profile: Chief Kenny Moccasin 

(from “Old Sami Christmas Traditions You Didn’t Know About” by 

S i m o n  P a v a l l ,  D e c e m b e r  2 0 ,  2 0 1 7 ) 

https://nordicwanders.com/blog/2017/12/sami-christmas-

traditions 

Sami celebrate Christmas the same way as many Nor-

wegians do: with Christmas trees, decorations, Santa 

Claus, going to church and eating traditional Christmas 

food, although, they might swap the ribbe (pork rib) or 

pinnekjøtt (stick meat) with reindeer meat. On the 

morning of Christmas Eve (Dec 24th), they eat rice pud-

ding with a hidden almond. The one who finds the al-

mond wins a marzipan pig, as marzipan is quite an es-

sential item of any holiday in Norway. 

In the days before TV and mobile phones however, 

Christmas in the Sami community looked quite differ-

ent. The evening before Christmas was known as ru-

ohtta – which translates to "the night", and it was the 

most dangerous evening in the calendar of the Sami. 

Kids were told that if they made too much noise they 

would encounter ghosts, or, if they were out and about, 

they could be taken by Stallo, also known as Juovlagál-

lát, (a human-looking troll and the Sami version of an 

evil Santa) 

 

Traditionally, Sami parents raised their kids in a more 

liberal manner than what is the norm today. Kids were 

free to roam out in the wilderness but they were told 

ghost stories to scare them from going to certain areas 

that might be dangerous, such as a lake. This is also 

the reason why many kids in Norway were afraid of the 

Northern Lights back then, as parents told them that 

the lights were coming to get them. In reality, they just 

wanted their kids to come home after dark. 

The Sami would play nice with Stallo by giving him a 

place to tie his sled and giving him water, whereas in 

reality, they hoped that he wouldn't kill them. With 

Norwegianization and the efforts of the Norwegian 

state to assimilate Sami into Norwegian culture in the 

late 19th and early 20th century, many of these old su-

perstitions got lost. 

Christmas Traditions in Other Jurisdictions: The Sami in Norway 

https://www.snowintromso.com/blog/2016/12/norwegian-christmas-traditions
https://www.snowintromso.com/blog/2016/12/norwegian-christmas-traditions
https://www.snowintromso.com/blog/2016/11/all-about-the-northern-lights
https://www.snowintromso.com/blog/2016/11/all-about-the-northern-lights
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IGR Board Chair Christmas Message 

On behalf of the FSIN and IGR Board 

of Directors, I am pleased to wish all 

of our Gaming Rules! readers a safe 

and joyous holiday season.  The year 

2019 was one of change at IGR and I 

appreciate the efforts of management 

and staff to ensure continuity of ser-

vice for the regulation of on-reserve 

charities and gaming employees.  

 

I thank the volunteers at on-reserve 

charities and all of the employees of 

the FSIN family of gaming institu-

tions for their hard work and dedica-

tion. Gaming revenues provide oppor-

tunities to First Nations families and 

communities year-round, especially at 

Christmas time.  

 

Everyone at IGR looks forward to a 

2020 filled with opportunity to as-

sume further responsibilities for the 

regulation of gaming as per First Na-

tions inherent and treaty rights.  

Gaming Rules! readers will be kept 

up to date on all new developments as 

they arise.  

 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 

Vice Chief David Pratt 

IGR Staff Volunteer at the Saskatoon Friendship Inn 

On December 10, 2019, 

IGR was privileged with 

the opportunity to volun-

teer at the Saskatoon 

Friendship Inn. The day 

began with staff members 

serving breakfast to about 

300 patrons. Some staff 

members stayed to assist 

with preparation of the 

noon meal that fed anoth-

er 400 hungry guests at 

the Inn. The Friendship 

Inn is always happy to 

have volunteers and dona-

tions of non-perishable 

food items, personal hy-

giene items and cash. 

During the Christmas 

season items suitable for 

gift giving are also re-

quested. The Inn also has 

a clothing depot where 

people can find affordable 

clothes.  For more on ser-

vices at the Inn please go 

to: 

 www.friendshipinn.ca 

 



 

 

 IGR President & CEO Message 
Gaming Rules! 

As of November 30, 2019 the Licensing Department 

has issued eighty-four (84) licenses and seven (7) ap-

plications are currently under review.  The break-

down of the licences issued is as follows: 

Charitable Gaming On-Reserve 

As of November 30, 2019 

Licence  
Type 

Issued this  
Fiscal Year 19/20 

Licenses  
Currently 

Under  
Review 

Bingo 35 2 

Breakopen 23 2 

Raffle 16 3 

Small Raffle 1 0 

Monte Carlo 1 0 

Texas Hold’em 2 0 

Table Games 6 0 

TOTAL 84 7 

From management and staff of Indige-

nous Gaming Regulators, I extend  Holi-

day Greetings to all of our Gaming 

Rules! readers. Indigenous people cele-

brate the upcoming holiday season dif-

ferently across the world, however the 

love of family and connection to the en-

vironment around us are universal.  

 

We at IGR are grateful for our many 

blessings and happy to share with those 

less fortunate. For that reason, we par-

ticipate in activities that help members 

of our community who need it most.  I 

offer my personal Thanks to Oskayak 

High School for their invaluable contri-

butions to our Christmas card project 

this year. The cards we developed to-

gether were amazing. 

 

Christmas is a crucial time for volun-

teerism. Volunteers of the IGR-licensed 

charities work diligently to ensure that 

much needed programs and services are 

there for First Nations citizens and 

communities during the holiday season. 

 

The year 2019 was one of change at 

IGR. Management and staff look for-

ward to a productive year in 2020 as we 

progress towards full First Nations ju-

risdiction over gaming regulation.  IGR 

is working towards this goal coopera-

tively with other stakeholders.  In 2020, 

IGR will award the Gregory Ahenakew 

Memorial Scholarship to two First Na-

tions university students, for the first 

time. This scholarship will honor Greg 

and the importance he placed on educa-

tional excellence. 

 

In closing,  HAPPY HOLIDAYS to 

each and every one of our readers! 

 

Want to learn more about IGR? Check out 

our website at www.igr.ca or contact us to 

come out and visit your community to do a 

presentation on IGR. 

 

Indigenous Gaming Regulators Inc. 

#400 - 203 Packham Avenue 

Saskatoon, SK. S7N 4K5 

Telephone: 306-477-5700 

Fax: 306-477-5704 

Toll-free 877-477-4114 


