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IGR Annual General Members Meeting - October 23/18 

IGR Charitable Gaming Symposium Held November 23/18 

The annual IGR Charitable Gaming Sym-

posium was held on November 23, 2018 in 

Saskatoon. About 70 representatives from 

IGR-licensed charities enjoyed a day of in-

formation on reporting, bingo management 

and the latest developments in charitable 

gaming.  The meeting was at the Saskatoon 

Ramada Hotel. 

 

The IGR Licensing staff members really 

enjoy the interaction with the volunteers 

from the charities and look forward to the 

annual event. The agenda this year includ-

ed: 

 
 Welcome Address by IGR Manager In-

spections Services, Kelvin Billingsley 

 Introductions  by all attendees 

 Update by IGR Manager Licensing & 

Registration Bonnie Jimmy 

 Compliance Department Presentation by 

Deanna Harper and Gord Dieter 

 Bazaar and Novelty Presentation by 

Brent Davis 

 Panel Discussion moderated by Randy 

Gudmundson 

 Chase the Ace presentation by Cornell 

Bellegarde 

 

A number of great door prizes were awarded 

through the Chase the Ace presentation. The 

grand prize for the chase the ace raffle was a 

one night stay in a Jacuzzi suite at the Sas-

katoon Ramada Hotel, complete with a 

breakfast for two and four golf dome passes 

to go along with it. Not everyone won a prize, 

but as always, everyone went away with a 

little something for entering the draws. A 

beautiful star blanket was also awarded in a 

draw that was entered by filling out a one 

page quiz on the day’s presentations. 
 

 

(story continues on page 2) 

IGR’s Annual General Members Meeting 

was held in Saskatoon October 23, 2018 at 

the Saskatoon Ramada Hotel. The business 

dealt with included: 

 

 Introduction of the Board of Directors 

 Report from the Chairperson 

 Report from the President & CEO 

 Approval of Audited Financial State-

ments 

 Re-appointment of the Auditor 

 Approval of the Election of the current 

Directors 

 

The AGM was not all business though, with 

a number of door prizes given away and a 

very tasty meal served. IGR President & 

CEO Gregory Ahenakew is pleased with the 

interest shown in IGR with 35 First Nations 

represented by the Chiefs or their proxies.  



 

 

Page 2 

…..IGR Charitable Gaming Symposium continued 

 

 

Every second year, IGR recognizes the li-

censed charities that go above and beyond 

the requirements of their licences. They are 

presented with plaques in front of an audi-

ence of their peers at the Charitable Gaming 

Symposium. This year the IGR Charitable 

Gaming Excellence Awards were presented. 

Recipients of the awards were: 

 

 Pelican Lake Bingo for Outstanding 

Best Practices 

 Sturgeon Lake Pow Wow Club for 

Outstanding Reporting  

 Opawikoscikan School of Pelican 

Narrows for Outstanding Innovation 

 

Congratulations to all of the selfless volun-

teers from this years recipient charities! 

In this issue, we are showcasing some of the Christmas cards we mailed out in the past. The cards were created from the artwo

IGR Manager Licensing & Registration Bonnie Jimmy and Stur-

geon Lake volunteer Patricia Ermine. (photo credit: Ron Merasty) 

Volunteers from Pelican Narrows accept award for Opawikoscikan School from IGR Sr. Licensing Officer Randy Gudmundson 

Left to right  Mayor Ovide Michel, Robert Merasty, Serena Linklater, Darlene Morin (photo credit: Ron Merasty) 
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In this issue, we are showcasing some of the Christmas cards we mailed out in the past. The cards were created from the artwork of children who expressed what First Nations Christmas meant to them. 

IGR Staff Share Christmas  Memories 

Christmas with my Grandparents 

 

When I was 10 or so, I stayed at my grandpar-

ents’ in Clouston (two houses and a grain eleva-

tor, just outside of Prince Albert) On Christmas 

day morning, my grandfather and I went to the 

grain elevator and he shot six or so pigeons. We 

took them back to the house, my grandmother 

and I plucked them and we had them for supper. 

She boiled them in a big pot with  some veggies. 

Yum.  Julien Kaminsky 

 

 

My Mom’s Christmas Story 

 

My Mom told me a story about a very special 

Christmas that she had at Sweetgrass First Na-

tion. It was the Christmas of 1958. My mom was 

taking my Dad home to Sweetgrass to meet her 

parents. They took the bus from Saskatoon. It 

dropped them off on Highway 40. Her parents 

lived 4 kilometers from the highway. As they 

waited under the star-filled sky, they could hear 

bells in the distance. As the bright yellow moon 

lit his way, they could see my Grandfather and 

the team of horses approaching. On the sleigh 

ride back to the house, it began to snow big fluffy 

snowflakes. To me, that was a magical Christ-

mas.  Leanne Ahenakew 

 

My Christmas Memory 

 

As a child, I lived on the shore of Mudie Lake, up 

in the northern forest. My Dad was a rancher, 

trapper, and each Christmas season, a commer-

cial fisherman in the Primrose Lake Air Weap-

ons Range. Therefore, us kids did not see him at 

Christmas time. However, one year stands out in 

my memory as the exception. I remember my 

Mom waking us up in the dark one Christmas 

eve and bringing us to the Christmas tree. Not 

only were there presents under the tree, but my 

Dad was there! We went back to bed happy. In 

the morning, my Mom said my Dad went back to 

the fishing camp the night before. I am not sure 

whether I was happier about getting my first 

doll or seeing my Dad, because I was quite the 

Daddy’s girl. What a challenge it had to be for 

my Dad to travel hours on the barely passible 

winter road. But it was important for him to be 

home with his children that year if only for a 

short visit.  Lorna Ledoux 

 

A Story My Mom Told Me 

 

My Mom lived in a Metis settlement called 

Northern Pine when she was a little girl. They 

lived off the land for the most part as my Grand-

father was a trapper, and money was tight. 

Christmas time was no exception. One year, my 

Mom was walking home from school. She must 

have been maybe six years old. She spotted 

something orange in the snow ahead. When she 

picked it up, it was a mandarin orange. She then 

noticed several more in the snow, and filled her 

pockets. She ran home and showed her parents 

who told her what they were. She was happy to 

share them with her brothers and sister. This 

was the first time, she and her siblings had or-

anges in the Christmas season or even tasted 

oranges for that matter. When she told me this 

story, she thought that perhaps they fell off of a 

shipment bound for the local store.  Lorna Ledoux 
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In this issue, we are showcasing some of the Christmas cards we mailed out in the past. The cards were created from the artwo

 What happens to elves when they behave naughty? Santa gives them the sack. 

 What kind of music do elves listen to? Wrap. 

 What is a snowmans favorite breakfast? Ice Crispies. 

 Why didn't the skeleton go to the Christmas party? He had no-body to go with. 

 Who hides in the bakery at Christmas? A Mince Spy! 

 What says 'Oh Oh Oh'? Santa walking backwards! 

 What do you call a greedy elf? Elfish. 

 What do zombies eat with their Christmas dinner? Grave-y. 

 Who delivers presents to baby sharks at Christmas? Santa Jaws! 

 What did one snowman say to the other snowman? Can you smell carrot? 

 What’s the best Christmas Present? A broken drum - you can't beat it. 

 Which of Santa's reindeer has bad manners? Rude-alph! 

 Why does Santa have three gardens? So he can ho, ho, ho. 

 What do you get if you combine Santa and a duck? A Christmas Quacker! 

 What do snowmen eat for lunch? Iceburgers! 

 Why are Christmas trees so bad at sewing? They always drop their needles! 

 What is a skunks favorite Christmas song? Jingle smells! 

Some Christmas Humor 

kāmwāci tipiskāw, kihci-tipiskāw 

kāmwātan, wāsēyāw 

Mary mīna manitow awāsis 

awāsis ē-kiyāmēwisit 

wētinahk na-nipāw 

 

kāmwāci tipiskāw, kihci-tipiskāw 

okanawēyicikēwak 

matwē-koskwēyihtamwak 

opimācihiwēw 

anōhc nihtāwikiw 

 

kāmwāci tipiskāw, kihci-tipiskāw 

manitowokosisān 

miyinān miyotēhēwin 

mina kita-sākihitāhk 

anohc ē-nihtāwikit 

Cree (Nehiyawin) Silent Night  
http://creeliteracy.org/christmas-songs-and-carols/silent-night/ (from “A Very Native American Christmas” in the Protojournalist, 

December 24, 2014) 

 

Some Native Americans put a special spin on Christ-

mas, incorporating traditions and tales that dated 

back ages. The Salish passed down a Christmas sto-

ry of a "great and good man who came among their 

forefathers and performed miracles of all kinds, and 

on leaving them said he would return in the form of 

a large white coyote," the 1910 Winchester News not-

ed. "They say he has appeared at different times, but 

has not been seen now for more than 150 years."  

 

The Jemez Pueblo celebrates with Buffalo Dances on 

Christmas Eve and early morning on Christmas 

Day. The Buffalo Dancers – featuring two men and 

one woman — make their way down from the nearby 

mesas into the Pueblo "bringing the Spirit of Prayer, 

Song and Dance". The woman is said to represent 

the Mother of all living things. She is young, beauti-

ful and full of strength. She holds the utmost honor 

during the four day celebration."   

Christmas Traditions in 

Other Jurisdictions 

http://therezweliveon.com/
http://www.jemezpueblo.org/
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Edward (Dutch) Lerat is a member of the Cowessess 

First Nation of Saskatchewan, Canada. Edward has 

served Indian Governments of the Federation of Sas-

katchewan Indian Nations for an extensive length of 

time. He served as Executive Assistant to the Chief of 

Saskatchewan Indians and later got seconded to the 

Federal Government in Ottawa as Special Assistant to 

Minister Argue. In 1984 he was elected as Second 

Vice-Chief for the Federation of Saskatchewan Indian 

Nations, in 1995 he began his fifth term with the 

FSIN as an elected Vice-Chief. During this period of 

time, Mr. Lerat served on many Boards and Commis-

sions, and was Regional Vice-Chief to the Assembly of 

First Nations of Canada. 

 

In February, 1996, Vice-Chief Edward (Dutch) Lerat 

was seconded to the Saskatchewan Indian Gaming 

Authority as Acting Chief Executive Officer. Edward 

was an instrumental player in the establishment of 

Casinos in four Saskatchewan Communities under 

First Nations jurisdiction and control.  

From August, 1996 to June 2000, Mr. Lerat was ap-

pointed to the position of Chief Executive Officer, for 

the Saskatchewan Indian Gaming Authority. 

 

In April 2004, Edward was elected Urban Councillor 

for the Cowessess First Nation and served two consec-

utive terms. He continues to be instrumental in pur-

suing programs and services for the Urban Cowessess 

membership. In October 2009, Edward was elected 

Third Vice Chief for the Federation of Sovereign In-

digenous Nations where he continues to serve. 

IGR Board Chair Christmas Message 

The FSIN and IGR Board of Directors, are pleased to wish all of our 

Gaming Rules! readers a safe and joyous holiday season. May you all 

experience the joy of the holiday season.  
 

We offer our most humble gratitude to the IGR-licensed charities 

that make Christmas celebrations possible in many of our First Na-

tions communities.  These hard working volunteers give much of 

their time so that those activities and other essential services are 

possible.  

 

May 2019 be a year of all of us within the family of the FSIN working 

together to achieve holistically healthy First Nations individuals and 

communities. This will be achieved through respecting and utilizing 

the wisdom of our elders, values of our ancestors and the valuable 

resources that our youth have to offer.  

 

Vice Chief Dutch Lerat 

New Board Member Profile: Vice Chief Edward (Dutch) Lerat 



 

 

 IGR President & CEO Message 
Gaming Rules! 

As of November 30, 2018 the Licensing Department 

has issued sixty-eight (68) licenses and eight (8) ap-

plications are currently under review.  The break-

down of the licences issued is as follows 

Charitable Gaming On-Reserve 

As of November 30, 2018 

Licence  
Type 

Issued this  
Fiscal Year 18/19 

Licenses  
Currently 

Under  

Bingo 30 5 

Breakopen 14 0 

Raffle 11 1 

Small Raffle 4 0 

Monte Carlo 0 0 

Texas Hold’em 3 0 

Table Games 6 0 

TOTAL 68 6 

Holiday Greetings from management 

and staff of Indigenous Gaming Regula-

tors. I offer my most sincere gratitude to 

those selfless individuals who volunteer 

their time for charitable work. Many 

First Nations communities are able to 

enjoy the holiday season due to the hard 

work of the volunteers at IGR-licensed 

charities.  

 

The statistics IGR keeps are reflective 

of the commitment of IGR Board, man-

agement and staff to First Nations com-

munities and citizens, as well as the 

vision of First Nations leaders for a 

First Nations regulator. About ninety 

eight percent of communities with char-

itable gaming on their lands maintain 

their expression of confidence in IGR 

through designation BCRs. Similarly, 

over ninety percent of on-reserve chari-

table gaming continues to be licensed 

and regulated by IGR.  

 

IGR has been registering on-reserve 

charitable gaming employees that in-

clude SIGA Table Games employees and 

key staff members in on-reserve Bingo 

operations since September 1, 2016. 

Registration has been a great success, 

much like the licensing phase.  

 

IGR management and staff look forward 

to a great 2019, and wish the happiest, 

safest holiday season possible to all of 

our Gaming Rules! Readers. Happy hol-

idays from everyone at IGR. 

 

Gregory Ahenakew 

Want to learn more about IGR? Check out 

our website at www.igr.ca or contact us to 

come out and visit your community to do a 

presentation on IGR. 

 

Indigenous Gaming Regulators Inc. 

#400 - 203 Packham Avenue 

Saskatoon, SK. S7N 4K5 

Telephone: 306-477-5700 

Fax: 306-477-5704 

Toll-free 877-477-4114 


