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IGR Has Been Licensing For  Ten Years! 

April 1, 2017, will mark the ten year anniversary of IGR’s becoming operational. IGR has come 

a very long ways from issuing the very first licence at Keethanow Bingo North. From the early 

years of striving to reach all of the on-reserve charitable gaming operations, IGR now licenses 

and regulates the vast majority of those operations and registers on-reserve charitable gaming 

employees. 

 

The Grandfathered Bingo Operations List included the on-reserve bingos that were in exis-

tence March 31, 2004. IGR faced a challenge to licence at least seventy five percent of those 

bingos from the list that were still operational. That feat was accomplished in 2011.  

 

IGR has always been committed to engagement with First Nations communities. An important 

part of the work done by Licensing staff has been community consultations with Chiefs and 

Councils as well as their charities. Over the past 10 years, there was a shift from explaining 

the benefits of licensing, to assisting with the application process for licensing and assisting 

with reporting. This is a natural progression that the IGR team is very pleased with.  

 

On April 17, 2008, IGR and SLGA signed the Memorandum of Understanding to facilitate IGR 

administering the Charitable Gaming Grants Program for on-reserve charitable gaming opera-

tions. Charitable gaming grants have been an extra source of income to charities licensed by 

IGR. IGR-licensed charities have received over 3 million dollars in grants since the signing of 

the MOU. 

 

The IGR licensed and regulated charities that run the on-reserve operations have become very 

good at the record-keeping and reporting. For this reason, IGR implemented the Charitable 

Gaming Excellence Awards in 2015 to recognize their efforts.  

 

The Agreement For The  Registration  of  On-Reserve Charitable Gaming Employees was 

signed August 5, 2015 and September 1, 2016, IGR began registering on-reserve charitable 

gaming employees. Employees that are registered include SIGA Table Games staff and key 

paid staff of the IGR licensed Class A Bingo operations such as hall managers and callers. 

 

Next on the agenda for IGR is to begin the registration of on-reserve charitable gaming suppli-

ers. IGR has started negotiations with SLGA to facilitate this goal and started developing the 

necessary forms and policies. IGR looks forward to the challenges and opportunities the next 

few years will bring. 



 

 

Page 2 

Gaming in Other Jurisdictions: Six Nations Bingo  

   From the following website: sixnationsbingo.ca 

 

 

The mission of Six Nations Bingo is “To ensure all 

patrons have an enjoyable and comfortable experi-

ence while playing bingo at the Six Nations Bingo 

Hall.” 

Six Nations Bingo operations have grown from very 

strong roots. Community members first operated bin-

gos with volunteers raising money for things such as 

sports teams fundraising to travel for championships 

Canada-wide.  

Over 40 years ago, Six Nations Bingo was hosted in 

their old community hall. Back then, people used to 

gather at the community hall only on Monday nights 

for one evening session. People used to bring cow 

corn niblets to use instead of bingo chips. There were 

no special jackpots, absolutely no such thing as a 

‘progressive’ jackpot, and $40 was a HUGE cash 

prize. 

Over the past twenty years, Six Nations Bingo has 

grown into an amazing enterprise. In the year 2015, 

$15 million dollars was given away in cash prizes, to 

visitors from all over Southern Ontario. 

 

All of the staff at the Six Nations Bingo Hall are ex-

tremely friendly and helpful and are mandated to be 

certified in customer service, first aid, CPR and AED, 

lateral violence, and safe food handling. The different 

levels of management oversee a staff of up to 100 

people. 

Every day, the staff looks forward to assuring that 

they provide the best personal customer care possi-

ble, and providing fast and efficient service while in 

their company. They are proud to invite patrons to 

come out for some fabulous entertainment to win 

huge cash prizes.  

Six Nations Bingo is easily accessible, just off High-

way 54 between Brantford and Caledonia. They offer 

special programs such as Stay and Play, Come Back 

Bingo and Super Sundays. They also offer monthly 

Monster Bingo with over $50,000 in cash prizes and a 

$20,000 final jackpot.   

Patrons come for the bingo and are treated to a fully 

stocked snack bar that features hot foods, healthy 

choice snacks, and a variety of treats and beverages. 

 _________________________________ 

 

Licence  
Type 

Issued this  
Fiscal Year 16/17 

Licenses  
Currently 
Under Re-

view 

Bingo 56 17 

Breakopen 23 8 

Raffle 10 0 

Small Raffle 3 0 

Monte Carlo 0 0 

Texas Hold’em 4 0 

Table Games 6 0 

TOTAL 102 25 

From April 1/16 to February 28/17 the Licensing De-

partment has issued one hundred and two (102) li-

censes and twenty-five (25) applications are cur-

rently under review.  The breakdown of the licences 

issued is as per the table below: 

Charitable Gaming On-Reserve 

As of February 28, 2017 
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IGR Board Chair Message  

I bring greetings on behalf of The FSIN Chiefs-in-Assembly and 

the IGR Board of Directors. I am very proud to be a part of the 

IGR team as we celebrate ten years of licensing and regulation 

of on-reserve charitable gaming operations. 

 

The success of IGR is due, in large part, to the support of First 

Nations Chiefs and Councils and the citizens they represent. 

IGR-licensed operations have become valuable sources of fund-

ing for essential community projects and services. I offer my 

most sincere thanks and appreciation to the volunteers who run 

these operations and the leaders who support them as well as 

the patrons. Without our valued patrons, none of this would be 

possible. 

 

Community Profile of Young Chippewayan First Nation  

On August 23, 1876, Chief Chipeewayan and four head-

men (Naa-poo-chee-chees, Wah-wis, Kah-pah-pah-mah-

chatik-way, and Kee-yeu-ah-tiah-pim-waht) signed 

Treaty 6 at Fort Carlton, and in 1879 a reserve was sur-

veyed for them. When Chief Chipeewayan passed away 

in 1877, his son, Young Chipeewayan, became the heredi-

tary chief and the Department of Indian Affairs adopted 

his name as the proper name for the band. In the difficult 

years that followed, the band was not able to sustain it-

self on its Stony Knoll Reserve as it attempted an eco-

nomic and cultural transition to farming. Treaty pay lists 

from 1879 to 1885 disclose that band members were paid 

annuities at Battleford, Fort Walsh (Maple Creek), and 

Jack Fish Creek, and that their population dwindled. 

When the Northwest Resistance took place, the Young 

Chipeewayan Band was considered to have taken part in 

insurrection, and annuity payments were withheld. By 

1888 the Young Chipeewayan Band was no longer identi-

fied as a separate band; Young Chipeewayan himself was 

included on the Thunderchild treaty pay list. Over the 

next few years, the land formerly comprising Stoney 

Knoll Indian Reserve was deeded out to private purchas-

ers. By 1889, all who had received treaty payments as 

members of the Young Chipeewayan Band had either 

died, been transferred to the treaty pay lists of other 

First Nations, or disappeared. On June 17, 1982, Chief 

Alfred Snake requested on behalf of the Young Chipee-

wayan Band examination into a specific claim, but was 

rejected. In 1993 the Indian Claims Commission began 

an inquiry into the specific claim of the Stoney Knoll In-

dian Reserve, but the claim remains unsettled. 

(http://www.batc.ca/young_chippewayan/) 

In August 2006, Young Chippewayan First Nation, under 

the leadership of Chief Ben Weenie initiated a project of 

reconciliation between band members and descendents of 

those Europeans who had settled on the land. A memo-

randum of understanding was signed that pledged the 

parties to work together to right past wrongs. More re-

cently, a documentary entitled “Reserve 107”, was re-

leased in 2016 about the reconciliation process begun by 

Chief Weenie. The Mennonite Central Committee Sas-

katchewan produced the documentary, which is generat-

ing worldwide attention not only for its content, but for 

what it represents. It tells the story of three people 

groups: Mennonites, Lutherans and Young Chippewayan 

First Nations people who have banded together to over-

come injustice. (65 CKOM News Talk Radio story March 13, 2016 

http://ckom.com/article/640582/sask-documentary-brings-hope-first-

nations-land-disputes) 

FSIN Vice Chief Kimberly Jonathan 

Photo credit: unknown 

http://esask.uregina.ca/entry/treaty_6.html


 

 

 IGR President & CEO Message 

IGR President & CEO  

Gregory Ahenakew 

Gaming Rules! 

I am extremely proud to have led the IGR team through the past ten highly suc-

cessful years of licensing and regulating on-reserve charitable gaming and more 

recently the registration of on-reserve charitable gaming employees. IGR has a 

highly capable staff complement that enjoys working at a First Nations institu-

tion for First Nations citizens. On behalf of everyone at IGR I thank and con-

gratulate the volunteers of the on-reserve charitable gaming operations who 

have become licensed and worked so diligently for their communities, as well as 

the leadership in those communities for their support of IGR. 

 

The next stage for IGR will be the registration of suppliers to on-reserve charita-

ble gaming operations. Everyone at IGR looks forward to and will undertake this 

new role with the same professionalism of the past ten years.  

Play IGR Bingo 

Fill out this Bingo card with answers from what you just read in this 

newsletter  and mail your completed card to:  

Gaming Rules! Newsletter,  #400 - 203 Packham Avenue, Saskatoon, 

SK., S7N 4K5. Provide your mailing address and you will receive IGR 

merchandise!  
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First Nations Addictions 

Rehabilitation Foundation 

(FNARF) Update 
 

FNARF with the assistance of the FNARF 

Technical Working group is concentrating 

on a few crucial areas at this time as well 

as their regular activities around the pro-

motion of responsible gambling. Two of 

their main projects include development of 

a communications strategy and planning 

activities for the Responsible Gambling 

Awareness Week, May 7-13, 2017. This 

year, FNARF is holding a regional poster 

contest during the awareness week that 

will focus on “What does gambling mean to 

you?” The artwork collected will be made 

into a 12 month calendar for the upcoming 

new year.  

 

Those two areas on their own are huge un-

dertakings, but go hand in hand. FNARF 

works with the First Nations Chiefs and 

Councils, Tribal Councils, Casinos and 

SIGA Head Office to ensure that that pro-

jects such as Responsible Gambling Aware-

ness Week are widely supported and pro-

moted so that activities are well attended.  

 

  
 


