
 

 

June 2017 Volume 11, Issue 2 

In This  

Issue: 
 

Board Chair 

Message 

 

 

New Board 

Member  

Profiles 

 

 

President  

& CEO’s  

Message 

 

 

IGR Bingo 

 IGR to Begin Negotiations for Phase III:  

Registration of Suppliers to  

On-reserve Charitable Gaming Licensees 

IGR President & CEO, Gregory Ahenakew is 

pleased with the progress IGR has made with 

the licensing of on-reserve charitable gaming 

operations and the registration of on-reserve 

charitable gaming employees. However, he 

states: “The FSIN Chiefs-in-Assembly have a 

vision of full jurisdiction over on-reserve gam-

ing, and that includes the registration of sup-

pliers to on-reserve charitable gaming licen-

sees.” 

 

SLGA and IGR are committed to discussions 

regarding the registration of suppliers to on-

reserve charitable gaming licensees on desig-

nated reserves.  The negotiations have com-

menced and it is IGR’s goal to have an agree-

ment for the registration of suppliers to on-

reserve charitable gaming licensees within the 

upcoming fiscal year and to become opera-

tional in that role shortly thereafter. 

IGR will be responsible for registering all sup-

pliers who provide  products and services to on

-reserve charitable gaming licensees in the 

province of Saskatchewan. Currently, all enti-

ties that wish to act as gaming suppliers must 

receive a Certificate of Registration from 

SLGA before they can do business in Sas-

katchewan. In Phase III, IGR will play an ex-

panded role in maintaining the integrity of the 

gaming industry. Strict eligibility criteria will 

be established in order to ensure that, besides 

other scrutiny,  key personnel in the organiza-

tion applying for registration as suppliers are 

of good character and capable of providing 

suitable and quality products. 

 

Licence  
Type 

Issued this  
Fiscal Year  

Licenses  
Currently 

Under 
Review 

Bingo 12 1 

Breakopen 4 2 

Raffle 0 1 

Small Raffle 0 0 

Monte Carlo 0 0 

Texas Hold’em 1 0 

Table Games 0 0 

TOTAL 17 4 

From April 1/17 to May 31/17 the Licens-

ing Department has issued seventeen 

(17) licenses and four (4) applications are 

currently under review.  The breakdown 

of the licences issued is as per the table 

to the right: 

On-Reserve Charitable Gaming  

As of May 31, 2017 
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   Board Member Profile of Councillor Seraine Sunkawaste   

 
Southeast Treaty #4 board 

member, Seraine Sunkawaste  

is from White Bear First Na-

tion. He was born in Regina 

Saskatchewan, and raised on 

the White Bear First Nation.  

He is currently a student in 

the ‘Indian Teacher Education 

Program’ with the College of 

Education at the University of 

Saskatchewan, majoring in 

Social Studies and minoring 

in English. He received  a cer-

tificate in ‘Good Governance 

for Indigenous Councils and 

Boards’ from the Banff Cen-

tre.  

 

Counc i l lo r  Sunkawaste 

worked in gaming with the 

Bear Claw Casino for six 

years. He is serving his fourth 

term with the Council on the 

White Bear First Nation. To 

Councillor Sunkawaste, serv-

ing on the IGR Board means 

self-reliance on a First Na-

tions approach to good govern-

ance that can lead to economic 

self-sufficiency.  

 

Councillor Sunkawaste is in-

volved in numerous recrea-

tional sports activities, includ-

ing golf and snowboarding. 

His interests lie in working 

with youth as well promoting 

children who are gifted with 

intellectual disabilities. He is 

a proud member of the Cana-

dian Down Syndrome Society. 

Councillor Sunkawaste prac-

tices and participates in, his 

Dakota/Cree culture. 

   Board Member Profile of Chief Jonathon Sylvestre  

 

Chief Jonathon Sylvestre 

represents the Meadow Lake 

Tribal Council. He is the Chief 

of Birch Narrows Dene Nation. 

Previous to being Chief, he 

was a Councillor for 4 years 

and before that, Recreation 

Director for his community.  

Chief Sylvestre has lived in 

Birch Narrows for his entire 

life. He completed high school 

in La Loche, and Arts & Sci-

ences at Northlands College in 

Buffalo Narrows, as well as 

beginning a career in health 

care, before representing his 

community became his job. He 

is excited to be a part of IGR 

and believes strongly in the 

self-regulation of gaming that 

IGR brings. Chief Sylvestre 

enjoys the tranquility of the 

outdoors, camping, travel and 

reading.  

Councillor Seraine Sunkawaste 

Chief Johnathon Sylvestre 

Gaming Rules! Newsletter 
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IGR Board Chair Message  

I bring greetings on behalf of 

the  FSIN Chie f s - in -

Assembly and the IGR Board 

of Directors.  I am proud of 

the achievements of IGR as 

a First Nations gaming regu-

lator. IGR embodies the 

goals of First Nations juris-

diction over gaming through 

licensing of on-reserve chari-

table gaming operations and 

the registration of on-reserve 

charitable gaming employ-

ees. I look forward to being a 

part of the progression to 

registration of suppliers to 

IGR licensees as well as any 

other responsibilities as-

sumed over the coming 

years. These are truly excit-

ing times for First Nations 

citizens and communities. 

 

I wish all Gaming Rules! 

Readers a great summer and 

safe travels. I invite everyone 

to partake in the many First 

Nations cultural events and 

activities that are funded in 

whole or in part by IGR-

licensed charities. In closing I 

thank the volunteers of those 

charities for their hard work 

and dedication. 
 

 FSIN Vice Chief Kim Jonathan 

Board Member Profile of Chief George Cote  

Chief George Cote represents the 

Yorkton Tribal Council on the IGR 

Board of Directors. He is a citizen 

of Cote First Nation. He was born 

and raised at, and has resided in, 

the Cote area, including Kamsack, 

Cote and Yorkton. He was elected 

as Chief of the Cote First Nation 

September 16, 2016.  

Chief Cote’s background is in ac-

counting, real estate and property 

management where he spent 30 of 

his career years. This training and 

work experience have well-

prepared him for his role as an IGR 

Board member where he will be 

able to influence policy around on-

reserve charitable gaming. He sees 

being a part of IGR as an opportu-

nity to enhance First Nations com-

munities through improving their 

social well being. His major focus is 

on cultural and community build-

ing for a better future for the chil-

dren. Chief Cote’s personal inter-

ests include spiritual growth, en-

joying nature, hockey and golf.  

Chief George Cote 
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 IGR President & CEO Message 

IGR President & CEO  

Gregory Ahenakew 

Gaming Rules!Newsletter 

IGR-licensed charities make many of 

the activities enjoyed by First Nations 

families throughout the year possible 

This is especially true in the spring and 

summer months for the educational 

and cultural events. On behalf of every-

one at IGR, I express gratitude to the 

volunteers for these charities, the pa-

trons who attend the events, and the 

community leaders that support them. 

 

IGR remains committed to First Na-

tions citizens, communities and their 

leadership, and to upholding the vision 

of the FSIN Chiefs-in-Assembly for 

First Nations jurisdiction over gaming. 

We have worked diligently to facilitate 

Phases I and II of the SIGL Regulatory 

Agreement through first licensing 

charitable gaming operations on Sas-

katchewan reserves and then issuing 

certificates of registration to charitable 

gaming employees on Saskatchewan 

reserves. We are eager to embark on 

Phase III where we will issue certifi-

cates of registration to suppliers to on-

reserve charitable gaming licensees. 

 

IGR will assume the role and responsi-

bilities of Phase III with the same level 

of integrity and professionalism of 

Phases I and II. In closing, I wish all of 

our Gaming Rules! readers a safe and 

enjoyable summer surrounded by fam-

ily and friends.  

Play IGR Bingo 
 

Go ahead and have some fun at our ex-

pense. Fill out this Bingo card with an-

swers from what you just read in this 

newsletter  and mail your completed card 

to:  

 

Gaming Rules! Newsletter,   

#400 - 203 Packham Avenue,  

Saskatoon, SK., S7N 4K5.  

 

Provide your name and mailing address 

to  receive IGR merchandise!  

B I N G O 
Councillor 

Seraine 

 

__________ 

   IGR  

Board Chair 

 

___________ 

 Chief George 

 

___________ 

 Texas 

 

_________ 

 

     

  

Chief 

__________ 

 

Sylvestre 

 FSIN Chiefs  

-in- 

 

__________ 

 

 

 

designated 

 

__________ 

   number of 

poker licenses 

 

_____ 
Please visit IGR online at 

 

www.igr.ca 


