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IGR Charitable Gaming Symposium Held December 3/17 

IGR’s Annual General Members Meeting 

was held in Saskatoon October 24, 2017 at 

the Saskatoon Ramada Hotel. The business 

dealt with included: 

 

 Introduction of the Board of Directors 

 Report from the Chairperson 

 Report from the President & CEO 

 Approval of Audited Financial State-

ments 

 Re-appointment of the Auditor 

 Approval of the Election of the current 

Directors 

 

The AGM was not all business though, with 

a number of door prizes given away and a 

very tasty meal served. IGR President & 

CEO Gregory Ahenakew is pleased with the 

interest shown in IGR with 45 First Nations 

represented by the Chiefs or their proxies.  

IGR Annual General Members Meeting Held October 24/17 

This past fall was a busy time for IGR 

meetings. We also held our annual charita-

ble gaming symposium on November 3, 

2017 in Saskatoon. About 70 representa-

tives from IGR-licensed charities enjoyed a 

day of information on reporting, bingo 

management and the latest developments 

in charitable gaming.  The meeting was at 

the Saskatoon Ramada Hotel. 

 

The IGR Licensing staff members really 

enjoy the interaction with the volunteers 

from the charities and look forward to the 

annual event. The agenda this year in-

cluded: 

 
 Welcome Address by IGR President     

& CEO Gregory Ahenakew 

 Introductions  by all attendees 

 Update by IGR Vice-President Licensing 

& Registration Diego Monteiro 

 Compliance Department Presentation by 

Deanna Harper and Ian Bear 

 City Centre Bingo Presentation by 

Wayne Trotchie 

 Bingo Preparations (worksheets/paper 

inventory) by Randy Gudmundson 

 Chase the Ace presentation by Cornell 

Bellegarde 

 Year-end Reporting by Karen Gardipy 

 
A number of great door prizes were awarded 

to make the day more fun. Not everyone won 

a door prize, but there’s always next year! 
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New Board Member Profile: Chief Gilbert Ledoux 

With the spread of Christianity among 

some Indigenous Americans in the 

early 20th century came certain 

Christmas rituals, such as trees and 

presents and jolly old Santa Claus, 

that were folded into traditional win-

tertime celebrations. Following are but 

a few examples of the diversity of 

Christmas Celebrations by the Indige-

nous Peoples of the Americas.  

Some Indigenous Americans put a spe-

cial spin on Christmas, incorporating 

traditions and tales that dated back 

ages. The Salish passed down a 

Christmas story of a "great and good 

man who came among their forefa-

thers and performed miracles of all 

kinds, and on leaving them said he 

would return in the form of a large 

white coyote," the 1910 Winchester 

News noted. "They say he has ap-

peared at different times, but has not 

been seen now for more than 150 

years."  

 

In San Felipe Pueblo, N.M., the 1913 

Expositor account pointed out, the 

holiday celebration among Indigenous 

Americans living there was a  mixture 

of Christian and traditional customs. 

Members went to the old mission 

church in the morning, held a feast at 

midday and then began a ceremonial 

dance that continued for half a week. 

Christmas is still celebrated at some of 

the Pueblos in many of the same ways. 

The Jemez Pueblo, for example, cele-

brates with Buffalo Dances on Christ-

mas Eve and early morning on Christ-

mas Day. The Buffalo Dancers, featur-

ing two men and one woman, make 

their way down from the nearby mesas 

into the Pueblo, bringing the spirit of 

prayer, song and dance. The woman is 

said to represent the mother of all liv-

ing things and she holds the utmost 

honour during the four day celebra-

tion.  

Legend refers to a Creek leader named 

Chief Hobbythacco, which translates 

to English as "handsome fellow". He 

was part of the diplomatic efforts in 

Colonial America, and would often be-

stow other tribal chiefs with gifts to 

share among their people. Today, some 

Creek encourage children to believe 

the Handsome Fellow is responsible 

for leaving presents on Christmas 

Day, while others believe Santa comes 

to visit.  

www.npr.org/sections/

theprotojournalist/2014/12/24/372435832/a-

very-native-american-christmas and christ-

mas.lovetoknow.com/christmas-history-

traditions/native-american-christmas-traditions 

Some Indigenous American Christmas Traditions  

Chief Gilbert Ledoux of Muskeg Lake 

Cree Nation is the representative for the 

Saskatoon Tribal Council. Chief Ledoux 

has served his community as Chief for 

three previous terms. He served as a 

member of the Royal Canadian Mounted 

Police prior to that. Chief Ledoux worked 

for Saskatchewan Liquor and Gaming 

Authority as well, where he served the 

general public in regulating gaming.  His 

interests include participating in family 

events and watching his grandchildren 

at sports with his wife Debbie. Chief Le-

doux is a firm believer in First Nations 

jurisdiction over gaming and looks for-

ward to his role on the IGR Board.  

IGR headquarters are located on Asi-

makaniseekan Askiy urban First Na-

tions lands owned by Muskeg Lake Cree 

Nation. Located on the east side of 

Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, Asimakani-

seekan Askiy was the first Canadian re-

serve to be built on land previously set 

aside for city development. Its establish-

ment in 1988 breathed new life into a 

part of the City of Saskatoon that had 

once been home to an active railway. 

Now home to dozens of Indigenous and 

non-Indigenous businesses, Asimakani-

seekan Askiy has become the new com-

mercial hub in southeast Saskatoon.  

Chief Gilbert Ledoux 

In this issue, we are showcasing some of the Christmas cards we mailed out in the past. The cards were created from the artwork of children who expressed what First Nations Christmas meant to them. 

http://therezweliveon.com/
http://www.jemezpueblo.org/
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New Board Chair Profile: Vice Chief David Pratt 

Vice Chief David Pratt is a strong 

believer in the Treaty right to edu-

cation. He also stresses that tradi-

tional knowledge along with edu-

cation provides survival in both 

the Indigenous and mainstream 

worlds. Vice Chief Pratt has a 

deep appreciation in language re-

tention, so that everyone can 

maintain their identity as Indige-

nous people. As an elected Vice 

Chief, David is a strong advocate 

for Treaty protection and enhanc-

ing Inherent Rights. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

FSIN Vice Chief David Pratt is a 

member of the Muscowpetung 

First Nation. His parents are the 

late Bill Pratt and Late Isabel 

Pratt (nee: Cote). He is the young-

est of 15 siblings. Vice Chief 

Pratt’s father Bill was on band 

council for 25 years, as were other 

family members. His sister Liz 

served as Chief of her First Na-

tion. Vice Chief Pratt was inspired 

by his late father. 

 

Vice Chief Pratt graduated with 

distinction at the University of 

Saskatchewan in 2016, receiving a 

Bachelor of Education degree from 

the Indian Teacher Education Pro-

gram (ITEP). His goals are to im-

prove the lives and living condi-

tions of First Nations people in 

Saskatchewan and Canada. 

 

Vice Chief Pratt’s portfolios in-

clude the Health and Social Devel-

opment Commission, along with 

Indigenous Gaming Regulators. 

On behalf of the FSIN and IGR 

Board of Directors, I wish all of 

our Gaming Rules! readers a safe 

and joyous holiday season. I con-

sider my responsibility to First 

Nations citizens and communities 

an honor. I look forward to discus-

sions on First Nations jurisdiction 

over gaming, with constituents of 

the FSIN and other levels of gov-

ernment, in the new year. First 

Nations leaders must ensure that 

movement takes place on these 

and other issues surrounding Sas-

katchewan's Indigenous communi-

ties. 

 

The FSIN and institutions such 

are IGR are based, in part,  on the 

inherent right to the  health and 

well-being of Indigenous commu-

nities. We need only to look to the 

treaties between the Indigenous 

peoples and the Crown to see that 

those rights are protected in 

Treaty as well.  

 

Healthy communities start with 

healthy citizens. I know that there 

are many community volunteers 

who work hard with charitable 

gaming to ensure that First Na-

tions citizens enjoy some of the 

extras and even basic needs at 

Christmas time and throughout 

the year. This contributes to the 

health and well-being of Indige-

nous citizens and communities. I 

am grateful to these selfless vol-

unteers and thank every one of 

them most sincerely. 

 

 

IGR Board Chair Christmas Message 

Vice Chief David Pratt 

In this issue, we are showcasing some of the Christmas cards we mailed out in the past. The cards were created from the artwork of children who expressed what First Nations Christmas meant to them. 



 

 

 IGR President & CEO Message 

IGR President & CEO  

Gregory Ahenakew 

Gaming Rules! 

As of November 30, 2017 the Licensing Department 

has issued eighty (80) licenses and five (5) applica-

tions are currently under review.  The breakdown of 

the licences issued is as follows 

Charitable Gaming On-Reserve 

As of November 30, 2017 

Licence  
Type 

Issued this  
Fiscal Year 17/18 

Licenses  
Currently 

Under  

Bingo 37 2 

Breakopen 23 1 

Raffle 7 1 

Small Raffle 3 0 

Monte Carlo 0 0 

Texas Hold’em 4 1 

Table Games 6 0 

TOTAL 80 5 

Seasons Greetings from management 

and staff of Indigenous Gaming Regula-

tors. Many First Nations communities 

are able to enjoy the holiday season due 

to the hard work of the volunteers at 

IGR-licensed charities. I offer my most 

sincere gratitude to those selfless indi-

viduals. 

 

Over ninety seven percent of communi-

ties with charitable gaming on their 

lands maintain their expression of confi-

dence in IGR through designation 

BCRs. Similarly, over ninety percent of 

on-reserve charitable gaming continues 

to be licensed and regulated by IGR. 

These statistics are reflective of the 

commitment of IGR Board, manage-

ment and staff to First Nations commu-

nities and citizens, as well as the vision 

of First Nations leaders for a First Na-

tions regulator.  

 

After a successful year of registering on-

reserve charitable gaming employees 

that include SIGA Table Games employ-

ees and key staff members in on-reserve 

Bingo operations, IGR is prepared for 

an independent third party operational 

assessment in the new year. We antici-

pate the same exceptional results that 

we received for our operational assess-

ments of the licensing phase.  

 

We look forward to a great 2018 in all 

regards, and wish the happiest, safest 

holiday season possible to all of our 

Gaming Rules! readers from everyone 

at IGR. 

 

Want to learn more about IGR? Check out 

our website at www.igr.ca or contact us to 

come out and visit your community to do a 

presentation on IGR. 

 

Indigenous Gaming Regulators Inc. 

#400 - 2 03 Packham Avenue 

Saskatoon, SK. S7N 4K5 

Telephone: 306-477-5700 

Fax: 306-477-5704 

Toll-free 877-477-4114 


